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Shinfield Players’ Theatre’s mission is to provide a venue for creating and 

experiencing theatre in all its forms. We aim to continue to train and develop 

our membership, so that everyone may enjoy socialising, working together 

and participating in theatre. 
 

We wish a fond farewell to Gill Sharp as Editor of the Board Treader and we would like to 

thank Gill on behalf of us all for her hard work over the years, editing and putting together 

so many Board Treaders.  Her patience with last-minute copy, her imaginative images and 

careful editing of this newsletter have been brilliant and we are very grateful for her behind-

the-scenes work.  Thank you Gill!  We wish you all the very best for the future and with your 

move … we will, of course, keep you posted with future Board Treader Newsletters. 

 

For future Board Treaders, Maggie Smith takes on the role of Editor and she will be pleased 

to receive your copy, information and announcements on 

shinfieldboardtreader@hotmail.co.uk; 

 

Celebrate Christmas!  
For an Evening of Music and Laughter, Come Along and See… 

CHRISTMAS CRACKERS 
 

 

SATURDAY 8th DECEMBER 2018 

STARTS AT 7.00PM 

Tickets now on sale on the door and on Ticketsource @£5.00  

All money raised goes to the SPT Charity of the Year, Reading Street Pastors. 

Voted the 2018 Pride of Reading winner of best volunteers 

mailto:shinfieldboardtreader@hotmail.co.uk


Have good fun in the New Year and bring in 2019 with 
 
 

 
 
PUSS IN BOOTS 
Written by Barrie Theobald 
 
Friday 18th Jan - 7.30pm;  
Sat 19th Jan - 2.00pm & 6.00pm;  
Sun 20th Jan - 2.00pm; 
Friday 25th Jan - 7.30pm;  
Sat 26th Jan - 2.00pm & 6.00pm;  
Sun 27th Jan - 2.00pm. 
 

It's that time again (oh no it’s not!!)  Why … 2018 is behind you! 
This delightful re-telling of the classic tale will charm audiences, young and old. 
Who’s the cleverest cat in the kingdom? Why Puss in Boots of course!  
 
Colin, the miller’s son, inherits his father’s cat and although he expected more, 
he soon finds out that this cat is no one’s fool.  Puss promises that if Colin gets 
him a pair of boots, then he will make his master’s fortune.  Once he has the 
footwear and the cat becomes Puss in Boots and sets out on an amazing 
adventure. 
 
It involves meeting the King, the Queen and the lovely Princess May, who Puss 
thinks will make a nice wife for his master! There is only one real obstacle to 
the cat’s brilliant scheming — the evil Ogre! Will Puss succeed?   



Read-throughs for the prize-winning comedy: 

HARVEY  
Written by Mary Chase 

on Monday 21st January and Wednesday 23rd January at 19.45 
(Auditions to be held on Monday 28th January and Wednesday 30th January at 19.45) 
 

Harvey, a Pulitzer Prize-winning comedy, is the story of a lovely man, Elwood P. Dowd, and 

his best friend, Harvey, who is an unseen six-foot tall rabbit! Elwood’s family find his 

behaviour embarrassing and apply for his committal to a sanatorium.  A comedy of errors 

ensues including mistaken identities with the happy outcome of accepting the kind and 

carefree Elwood just as he is.   

Cast 6 male and 4 female but could also be 5 male and 5 female: 

Performance dates 15th, 16th, 17th and 18th May 2019 

We're thrilled to announce that The 39 Steps has been cast! 
 

 
 
 
Richard Hannay - Mark Read 
Pamela/Annabella/Margaret - Lydia Vas Nunes 
Clown - Samantha Bessant 
Clown - Ian Head 
 

The performers are thrilled to be part of a very exciting cast, and can't wait to 
present the play in March. 



Don’t miss this classic laugh-out-loud comedy in March 2019 … 

The 39 Steps  
John Buchan and Alfred Hitchcock 
 
Richard Hannay has returned to London, and is bored. Until a chance meeting with the 
mysterious and dangerous Annabel Schmidt plunges him into the shadowy world of The 39 
Steps. But will he solve the mystery – and save England – in time? 
 

Alfred Hitchcock’s classic thriller is transformed into a madcap comedy featuring (among 
other escapades) a plane crash, a chase along a train, and a plummet off the Forth Bridge!  
A super fast-paced comedy with four actors playing over 130 roles in over 50 locations!  
It’s going to be a riot. 

 
20th, 21st, 22nd and 23rd March at 7.45pm 
 

 

Backstage BBQ after the Farndale takedown 

The Backstage crew had a BBQ at the theatre. Thanks to Natalie (chef) for cooking a 

wonderful Tarzan roast. Also thanks to the rest of you who brought, wine, salad, couscous, 

cake and potatoes. Come and join backstage to build the set for Panto (Puss in Boots), as 

you can see we are a sociable bunch. We are at theatre Tuesday evenings from 7:30pm and 

Sunday from 10:30am. 

 



Enjoy a great evening at the  

MURDER MYSTERY SUPPER 

HOG’S END 

 
 
6TH and 7th April at 7.45pm 
 

Announcement 

Roger Hugh Colebrooke 1931-2018 
 

It is with great sadness that we have been informed that Roger passed away on 
15th November at the age of 87 at his home in Spencers Wood. 
His funeral is provisionally set for 12.00 on Friday 7th December at 
Easthampstead Crematorium. 
Please see the attachment with this Board Treader for a brief account of 
Roger's life and his work at Shinfield Players Theatre. 
 

 

Abridged NODA Report for  SPAMALOT 

Report by Judith Watsham, Regional Rep NODA London 11 and 

11A.   Please see the attachment with this Board Treader 

 



NODA Report for Farndale Avenue ... Macbeth 

Report by Jeanette Maskell - NODA Representative - London Region - Area 13.  Please see 

the attachment with this Board Treader 

Farndale Avenue ... Macbeth 

 A Review by Gill Sharp 

 

 

This play was great fun to watch - and it was probably even more fun to perform in it. The 

'Am-dram' characters were completely over-the-top (we don't have anyone like that at 

Shinfield, do we?!!) and their production was suitably full of mistakes but there was enough 

of the original play to make it seem funny rather than completely chaotic. 

The cast worked well as a team and everyone had a chance to shine in spite of Thelma's 

(Sian Roberts) best efforts to hog the limelight! I loved the three witches dancing around the 

cauldron (Samanth Bessant, Linda Bostock and Lorraine Willis) - well, two of them were 

dancing anyway. 

I also enjoyed Adam Wells running around the back of the stage to try to represent all of the 

kings in the line of succession. George Peach (Matt Lugg) sparkled (literally) and Sandra 

Miall was wonderful as the stereotypical Mrs Reece who was never to be seen without her 

handbag. David Plummer (Brian Nixey) grew more and more frustrated as he tried to control 

events and Minnie (Karen Bird) was the epitome of 'the show must go on' whatever 

happens. 

As well as the more obvious jokes, there were some subtle nods to the original text of 

'Macbeth' with 'the moon is down' being one of my personal favourites. Teaching GCSE 

English will never be quite the same again. 

Well done to Maggie and the whole team for giving us all a great night out at the theatre 

(even if they don't make it to Welwyn Garden City). 

Gill Sharp 



Two fun and enjoyable evenings with 

Youth Group Review 

Friday 30th November & Saturday 1st December 2018  

Once upon a time … the theme for this year was stories.  

The junior and middle groups devised sketches based on well-known fairy tales and the 

senior group adopted to work on five scripted pieces and devised a piece loosely based on 

Federico García Lorca’s The House of Bernada Alba. 

Well done everyone with your wide-ranging performances in: 

Anniversary. Amy is looking forward to reuniting with a friend. 

The Chip. Set in a dystopian future when every 16 year old is provided with a devise that 

helps govern their needs. But it is not to everyone’s taste. 

One Night Stand. Concerned for her friend after a night out, Lisa calls and what she 

discovers is very disturbing. 

Pink. Rachel is organising her wedding only Colin has concerns that her obsessions are 

restricting their big day. 

Waiting Room. Claire arrives for at the waiting room and is forced to evaluate her 

consequences. 

Songs from Les Miserables, La La Land, Shrek the Musical and The Greatest Showman. 

Two very entertaining evenings had by all.  

Thank you everyone in the Youth Groups. 

HELP REQUIRED   
 

Please remember that we are all part of this terrific theatre.  
We are so lucky to have our own building with its foyer and bar, dressing rooms, work room, 
prop and costume stores.  So do come along and help – no matter if just for one night selling 
programmes or one hour painting a set – we appreciate and need your support!  
 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT BT – 04/01/19. Please email items to: 

editor@boardtreader.org.uk;   editor@shinfieldplayers.co.uk; 
boardtreader@shinfieldplayers.co.uk;   shinfieldboardtreader@hotmail.co.uk 

Unsubscribe: If you do not wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact one 
of the email address above and we shall remove you from the list. 
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