
BOARDTREADER 
 

February 2019 
 

Shinfield Players’ Theatre’s mission is to provide a venue for creating and 

experiencing theatre in all its forms. We aim to continue to train and 

develop our membership, so that everyone may enjoy socialising, working 

together and participating in theatre. 

 

 

From the Chairman 

As I write this introduction, we are in the middle of the first show of the year, Puss In Boots, 
a traditional pantomime. It has been very well received so my sincere thanks to all involved. 
From a good cast, wonderful painted back drops, superb stage management, sound and 
lighting technicians, chaperones, bar, front of house, box office and of course our 
production team of Sue, Martyn, Nick and Laura-Anne. It has been an excellent team spirit 
which is wonderful to see.  

This was Sue's first directing stint and Martyn's second - and what a great show they have 
produced. On that subject, we are still looking for directors of plays and musicals - so if you 
are interested then please contact me or any of the committee, 
(email:  c@shinfieldplayers.org.uk). 

We have been unfortunate that we have had a couple of people out of action due to broken 
limbs whilst other stalwarts of the theatre have been laid low with seasonal ailments. I am 
pleased to report that both Graham Vockins and Debbie Wheeler are making good progress 
and I was pleased to see them both during the run of the pantomime. Our best wishes and 
speedy recovery to all those who are currently under the weather. 

Please continue to support our great theatre and look forward to seeing you soon. 

 

Gordon Bird 

 
 

mailto:c@shinfieldplayers.org.uk


Support our Senior Youth Group 

Come along and see the pre-view of their forthcoming performance 
in Prague 

Sunday 3rd February, 7.30pm.  Admission free. 

Twelve members of the youth group are performing a devised piece of drama in Prague on 
Friday 8th February. You can witness yourself their performance on Sunday 3rd February. 
There is no cost - only your time. They would appreciate your feedback as this is their final 
rehearsal before performing it in the competition. It is based on Heathers/Mean Girls with 
the subject of cyber bullying. Although it sounds quite deep and depressing, it does in fact 
have many light and amusing moments despite its serious subject matter. 

Please come along and support our very talented youngsters. 

Don’t miss this classic laugh-out-loud comedy in March 2019 … 
 

 
 

The 39 Steps  
John Buchan and Alfred Hitchcock 
 
Richard Hannay has returned to London, and is bored. Until a chance meeting with the 
mysterious and dangerous Annabel Schmidt plunges him into the shadowy world of The 39 
Steps. But will he solve the mystery – and save England – in time? 
 
Alfred Hitchcock’s classic thriller is transformed into a madcap comedy featuring (among 
other escapades) a plane crash, a chase along a train, and a plummet off the Forth Bridge!  
A super fast-paced comedy with four actors playing over 130 roles in over 50 locations!  
It’s going to be a riot. 

 
20th, 21st, 22nd and 23rd March at 7.45pm 



Raise money for the theatre…Waitrose Green Tokens 

 

For all of you Waitrose shoppers out there that have been saving up your green tokens for 
the right moment, here is your chance. Take a drive to Waitrose in Caversham during 
February 2019 and deposit all your green tokens in the Shinfield Players Theatre box. 
This will help us get part of £1000 that will be divided between 3 charities/non-profit 
organisations and will help enable us to maintain the Theatre.   
 

Other ways to raise money for our theatre 
 
Here are a couple more ways to raise money for the theatre without costing you a penny – 
just a few of minutes of your time. You can generate funds for us pretty much every time 
you buy anything over the internet. 
 
The first is via Amazon, they operate a thing called Amazon Smile. Basically when you buy 
anything from Amazon we would get a small percentage of the net cost, 0.5%. You pay the 
same price as you would - it just means that we get a tiny bit of their profits. 
 
You just have to register on Amazon Smile and choose Shinfield Players’ Theatre as the 
charity you want to support. Then each time you go to buy something on Amazon, you do it 
through smile.amazon.co.uk instead of straight amazon.co.uk. If you go to the normal one, 
it will ask you if you want to be redirected anyway once you have registered. 
 
The second way is to register on Easyfundraising.co.uk. Most of the big companies and 
many smaller ones are registered with Easyfundraising. It works in a similar way to Amazon 
smile. Once you have registered and selected Shinfield Players’ Theatre as the charity to 
support, then any time you want to buy something online you do it through 
Easyfundrasing.co.uk and then select the store that you want and do the rest as normal. 
Again you pay the same price but we get a bit of their profits - the percentage varies 
according to the shop between 0.05% up to 1 or 1.5% in some cases. So this applies whether 
you are buying from John Lewis, M&S, Boots etc or buying a holiday, insurance or pretty 
much anything.  
 
Again, if you forget to go to Easyfundraising to start and the store you are buying through is 
registered with Easyfundraising, it will pop up and ask you if you want to be redirected 
through Easyfundraising. 
 
To register with Easyfundraising, go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk; and sign up. 
 
 
Go on, do it now and generate a few pennies for us! 

 

 

 
 



A Smart New Image for Front of House  
 
  

  

 
 
We have new SPT shirts that are given out to everyone to wear when front of house.  
Thanks to Sue Gowen for organising our new shirts so that we all look smart for our public!  
If anyone would like to purchase a polo shirt (£20.00) then just contact Sue, 
sue@shinfieldplayers.org.uk          
 
 
Please come along and help front of house – no matter if for one performance selling 
programmes or raffle tickets– we would love to see you and appreciate your support!  
 
 
Next Front of House Dates: 3rd February at 7.30pm and 20th, 21st, 22nd , 23rd March at 
7.45pm 
Contact: Sue Gowen on sue@shinfieldplayers.org.uk          

 
 
NODA REVIEW of Puss in Boots  
Attached with this Board Treader email. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Enjoy a great evening at the  

MURDER MYSTERY SUPPER 

HOGG’S END 
Written By Robert Billing 

 
Sir Tamworth Hogg lives in a village called St Thomas in about the year 1950.  He is the 
owner of Hogg’s Bazaar, a department store in the nearby town of Cokethorpe.  Amongst 
the other residents of the village are 6 people who claim to be his friends but who, for 
different reasons, could also be his deadliest enemy. 

6TH and 7th April at 7.45pm 
 

We are pleased to announce the cast for 

 

HARVEY  
by Mary Chase 
 
Elwood P. Dowd    Gordon Bird 
Veta Louise Simmons   Sandra Miall 
Lyman Sanderson, M.D.   Tom Naylor 
William R. Chumley, M.D.  Derek Lockwood 
Myrtle Mae Simmons   Mille Naylor 
Ruth Kelly, R.N.   Elizabeth Moorcroft 
Duane Wilson   Jordan Emmett 
Judge Omar Gaffney   Brian Nixey 
Betty Chumley   Melanie Sherwood 
E.J. Lofgren Cabby   Karen Bird 
Mrs. Ethel Chauvenet   Barbara Richards 
Maid/Nurse Dunphy   Yvonne Mitchell 
 
Performance dates 15th, 16th, 17th and 18th May 2019 
 



DEADLINE FOR NEXT BT – 27th February 2019. 

 Please email items to: 

editor@boardtreader.org.uk;   editor@shinfieldplayers.co.uk; 
boardtreader@shinfieldplayers.co.uk;   shinfieldboardtreader@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Unsubscribe: If you do not wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact one 
of the email address above and we shall remove you from the list. 
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