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Shinfield Players’ Theatre’s mission is to provide a venue for creating and 

experiencing theatre in all its forms. We aim to continue to train and 

develop our membership, so that everyone may enjoy socialising, working 

together and participating in theatre. 

 

 

From the Chairman 

 

Welcome to the March edition of the Board Treader. This month, we will be producing our 
first play of 2019/2020 season. Please do come and support the theatre by offering your 
help backstage, front of house or just coming to watch this awesome production. 

Our talented and hard-working back stage crew have experienced a number of issues 
putting together this show so if you can spare time on a Sunday morning or Tuesday evening 
I know it will be appreciated. 

As some of you may know, Martin Wheeler is very poorly in Maderia at present and we all 
wish him a full and speedy recovery and look forward to seeing back at theatre when his 
health permits.  

Legally Blonde, Witches and Harvey are now fully cast and we start thinking about our next 
season. The plays, musicals and panto are almost finalised and details will be released very 
soon - watch this space for another exciting season. 

 

Gordon 

 

Gordon Bird 



Shinfield Players Theatre Return from Prague 
Honoured with Four Leading Awards 
written by Maddie Miles 

Shinfield Players Theatre successfully celebrated their 10th year representing the country in 
the International Youth Theatre Festival drama competition. 

 

The cast members consisted of Johanna Oldach, Jessica Masseron, Melanie West, Jenny 
Miller, Charlie Walford, Jonathan Gowen, Sammy Collins-Webb, Emily Miles, Natalie Gault, 
Madeleine Miles, Óscar Hogg Gómez and Kirsti Burch. We all enjoyed four eventful days of 
sightseeing, performing and having fun with cast members from other countries.  

We are grateful to the group’s taskmasters and directors who were Gordon Bird and Cate 
Naylor accompanied by supervisor Sue Gowen.  

 

 

‘The team’  -  the International Youth Theatre Festival, Class in Action 2019. 



About the piece… 

The piece ventured into the emotionally gripping themes of cyberbullying, self-harm and 
suicide and their impacts on a teenage society all through the given theme of ‘You reap 
what you sow’. With much of the piece set in a school, the young audience of competitors 
were enthralled in each character’s emotions and actions providing a large emotional effect 
once the piece ended. Few competitors even wiping a tear from their face before 
applauding enthusiastically.  

Rehearsals began in October to start formulating a storyline which then was developed into 
a script. The group can proudly say after five separate, printed versions and a couple tweaks 
to the lines an award-winning script was produced a month before the scheduled 
performance in Prague. 

The weekend before the competition, the cast performed their piece to friends and family 
for any last-minute feedback on offer. Pete Ashton, a friend and member of the theatre 
quoted “Sometimes you never know how good your night is going to get” and representing 
the voice of the other audience members: “We truly hope that regardless of the 
competition their production is met with the recognition it deserves”. 

This ‘recognition’ was indeed met by the judges as the cast and crew members celebrated 
the awards of Best Script, Best Piece Voted by Jury and Best Piece Voted by Audience. Not 
to mention Kirsti Burch gaining the title of Best Actress, Jessica Masseron applauded with an 
honourable mention and Sammy Collins-Webb for also receiving an honourable mention. 

 

 

Wokingham Borough Mayor launches roll of honour 
awards to recognise community champions. 

Gordon Bird has been chosen to receive a Roll of Honour Award from the Mayor of 

Wokingham Borough in recognition for his outstanding contribution to the community.  

Cllr Kaiser said: “Wokingham Borough is full of fantastic people who make our communities 

special – and we want to recognise their contributions.” 

Well done Gordon - we all agree that this is a much deserved recognition. 



Get Your Tickets Now for this Fabulous Laugh-Out-Loud Comedy 

 
 

The 39 Steps  
John Buchan and Alfred Hitchcock 
Richard Hannay has returned to London, and is bored. Until a chance meeting with the 
mysterious and dangerous Annabel Schmidt plunges him into the shadowy world of The 39 
Steps. But will he solve the mystery – and save England – in time? 
 
Alfred Hitchcock’s classic thriller is transformed into a madcap comedy featuring (among 
other escapades) a plane crash, a chase along a train, and a plummet off the Forth Bridge!  
 
A super, fast-paced comedy with four actors playing over 130 roles in over 50 locations!  
It’s going to be a riot… as you can see!  Brilliant rehearsal shots. 
 

 
 

 



Decorating Party and BBQ Weekends 3rd/4th August  

and 10th/11th August 

 

This summer come along and join the decorating parties. There will be music, BBQ on the 
Saturday evenings, and the bar will be open.  

We are spending two weekends decorating the auditorium and the foyer so that the theatre 
looks smart and fresh for our new season. 
 Many hands make light work – so come along, have fun and join in for the day or just for 
one hour. 
All are welcome…look forward to seeing you. 
 

Happy Stage Crew 

 
 
 
Many thanks to all those who came along to help with the set for 39 steps. 
Just look how happy the crew are!  We still need your help so please continue to come along 
on Tuesday evenings and on Sundays.  All are welcome and it is fun to be part of this great 
team.  



Enjoy a Super-sleuth Evening at the  

MURDER MYSTERY SUPPER 
HOGG’S END 
Written By Robert Billing 
Saturday 6TH and Sunday 7th April at 7.45pm 

 

 
 
The year is about 1950, and in the village of Deeping St Thomas lives Sir Tamworth Hogg, 
owner of Hogg's Bazzar, a department store in the nearby town of Cokethorpe. Among the 
other residents of the village live six people who may claim to be his friends, but who all, for 
different reasons may also be his deadliest enemies. 

 

HOGG’S END (cont’d) 

 

 
Sir Tamworth drives himself in a Rover 75 P3 and he often drinks too much. However this is 
1950, mobile phones, forensics, health and safety, and the breathalyser have yet to be 
invented. 

The road from Deeping St Thomas to Cokethorpe has a very sharp bend at Ham Corner, the 
point where it meets the Steelbourne, a river deep enough for a car or a body to sink to the 
bottom. 

The scripted part of the show runs straight through in about 25 minutes and there can be two 
intervals to aid the catering.  

The show has a different murderer each night and allows for the two different outcomes 
without changing the psychology and character tensions. The script is written in such a way 
that two people set out to commit the murder at the same location but using different 
methods and with different motives.  However on each night a different accident prevents 
one or other from reaching their victim, a minimal change to the dialogue provides a single 
clue about the accident. 



Casting  

Carol would like all interested in taking part to drop her an email, 

carol@shinfieldplayers.co.uk, even if you have already expressed interest.  

Carol is hoping to have enough to make up two casts, one for each night. She will meet in a 
dressing room on Thursday 4th April and will work out who plays what on which night. 

Menu 

The menu for the supper is: 

Chicken Goujons with chips and there is a gluten-free option of grilled chicken breast with 
chips. 

A choice of deserts one of which will be gluten-free / vegetarian.  

Please let Carol know in advance carol@shinfieldplayers.co.uk 

 

 
A Magical and Charming Comedy is on its way … 

 

HARVEY 
by Mary Chase 

 
HARVEY?  
‘Who is Harvey?’ 
‘Only one of the most engaging characters you’ll never see who is at the centre of this play!’ 
‘Who is Harvey?’  
‘Harvey is Elwood P. Dowd’s best friend.’ 
‘Oh??’ 
‘He’s a Pooka.’ 
‘A what?’ 
‘A Pooka – a Celtic, fairy spirit that appears in animal form. Always very large. The Pooka 
appears here and there, now and then, to this one and that one at his own caprice. A wise 
but mischievous creature. Very fond of rum-pots and crack-pots. 
This time, the Pooka is Harvey and he’s a white rabbit, six foot one and a half inches tall and 
Elwood’s constant companion and causing lots of problems’  
 
A play to warm your heart - especially those who are rum-pots and crack-pots! 
Performance dates 15th, 16th, 17th and 18th May 2019 

mailto:carol@shinfieldplayers.co.uk


A Neighbourhood Clean-up from Graham Vockins 
 
I post an extract from the local neighbourhood group who are participating in a clean-up. 
 
" Severe fly tipping occurs on Shinfield Park and on ‘limbo’ land including Old Whitley Wood 
Lane opposite Shinfield Players;  down to traffic lights on B3270;  along B3270 to the Black 
Boy roundabout and then along A327.  All are WBC's responsibility.   
 
For everyone reading this email, WBC are holding their Annual Litter Pick on the weekend of 
23rd/24th March.  I have had a notification from Verity Harper, WBC, who is organising this 
year's Pick.  I am in the process of advising Verity that we are willing to join in. (Sunday 24th 
March).   All equipment is delivered and filled bags collected after the Pick.  Shinfield Parish 
Council usually run their Annual Litter Pick at about the same time." 
  
I would ask if SPT can rustle up a small team to do our community duty. This is the Sunday 
after 39 Steps so if anyone can spare a couple of hours in the morning to do the tarmac bit 
at the front and help on the road into the theatre. 
Graham Vockins 
 

JUNIOR & MIDDLE YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
This year the Junior and Middle Youth Group will be performing  

The Witches 
by Roald Dahl 
29th June 2019 @ 6.30pm and 30th June 2019 @ 2.30pm 
 

 

 
 

The Witches tells the story of a young boy and his Grandmother as they battle against the 
child-hating witches.  
Rehearsals are well on their way and all of the cast are working hard to make this the best 
show yet. 
 
If you would like to help backstage with set building please let the Youth Group know. 
 
We welcome new members to the Junior or Middle Youth Group and if you wish to join 
please email: sptjmyg@hotmail.co.uk 
 



 

Just in case you missed it… 
We have new SPT shirts that are given out to everyone to wear when front of house.  
Thanks to Sue Gowen for organising our new shirts so that we all look smart for our public!  
If anyone would like to purchase a polo shirt (£20.00) then just contact Sue, 
sue@shinfieldplayers.org.uk          
 

DEADLINE FOR APRIL BT – 29th March 2019. 
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