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Shinfield Players’ Theatre’s mission is to provide a venue for 

creating and experiencing theatre in all its forms.  

We aim to continue to train and develop our membership so that 

everyone enjoys socialising, working together and participating in 

theatre. 

From the Chairman 

 

We have now completed our season with two excellently received shows: the junior and 
middle group presenting The Witches and the senior group performing Legally Blonde. We 
received warm and generous praise from our audiences. Thank you to everyone who came 
to watch or help out with those shows. 

The youth group is an important part of our society as today's youngsters are tomorrow's 
actors, directors and audiences. It was wonderful to see their enthusiasm and energy as well 
as their passion for the theatre. Long may it continue! 

Although it is now our "close season" there is still a lot going on! Thursday 1st August is the 
popular "Theatreoke". Then there are the Addams Family rehearsals in full swing and, of 
course, two working weekends. 

We are so fortunate to have our own theatre - envy of many societies in our area. During 
this last year quite a few people have come to me and ask "why don't we re-paint the 
foyer?" "Can't we tidy up the theatre?" "Can we have an update of the boards in the foyer?" 
Well, on Saturday 3rd, Sunday 4th, Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th August between 9am 
and 4pm you can help answer those questions! We have two weekends set aside to work on 
the foyer. The more people we have, the more we can achieve. It will be great to see you all 
there - even if it is only a couple of hours. Everyone would be welcome to help transform 
our foyer for the start of the new season. 

See you soon. 

Gordon 

Gordon Bird 



 

 

Don’t forget to come along to Theatreoke Thursday! 
IT’S TONIGHT! 
 

 
1st August at 8pm 
 
This Thursday (1st August) is the final Theatreoke of the summer. If you enjoy a show tune (singing or 
listening) then please come and join us from 8pm. It's an informal evening and the bar will be open. 
You're welcome to bring non-members to perform or listen. 
 
Although Lara does like to be organised and know what you want to perform in advance (email her 
at ldsavory@gmail.com or contact her through the SPT Facebook group) you are also welcome to just 
turn up and see what you feel like doing on the night. 
 

THIS WEEKEND  - Come and join us all at the first of 
the Decorating Party and BBQ Weekends. 

 3rd/4th August and 10th/11th August 

 

Come along this weekend or next weekend and join the decorating parties. There will be 
music, BBQ on the Saturday evenings, and the bar will be open.  

We are spending two weekends decorating the auditorium and the foyer so that the theatre 
looks smart and fresh for our new season. 
 
Many hands make light work – so please come along, have fun and join in for the day or just 
for one hour. 
All are welcome… and we look forward to seeing you. 
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Read Throughs and Auditions for… 

Time of My Life 

by Alan Ayckbourn  
 
Read Throughs: Tuesday 13th August and Thursday 15th August at 19:45 
Auditions:  Tuesday 20th August and Thursday 22nd August at 19:45 

 
 
Time of My Life is a black comedy from the pen of Alan Ayckbourn.  Laura is celebrating her 
birthday in a restaurant with her husband Gerry, her son Glyn and his wife Stephanie and 
her other son Adam and his new girlfriend, Maureen.  Glyn has just come out of an affair 
and he and Stephanie are trying to restart their marriage. As the sons depart, Stephanie tells 
Adam that Maureen loves him, while Laura indicates Maureen is an alcoholic. Laura and 
Gerry are left arguing about family, business and life in general.  The play now slips into 
three interwoven time-streams... 
Performance Dates: 20th, 21st, 22nd and 23rd November 2019 
 
Characters: 
Laura Stratton - age 59 

Gerry (Laura’s husband) – age early 60’s 

Glyn (The older son) – mid 30’s 

Adam (The younger son) – mid 20’s 

Stephanie (Glyn’s wife) – early 30’s 

Maureen (Adam's partner) – early 20’s  
Calvinu (A restauranteur), Tuto (Head waiter), Aggi (A waiter), Dinka (Another waiter), 
Bengie (Yet another waiter) 
Note: Calvinu and all the waiters are performed by the same actor. 
 

Please contact Simon Trinder at simon.trinder@outlook.com for further information. 

 
NOTICE OF SHINFIELD PLAYERS THEATRE CIO 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2019 
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting ( AGM) of the Shinfield Players Theatre CIO 
will be held at the theatre on Thursday 5th September 2019 at 7:30pm. All members and friends of 
SPT are welcome to attend, but only full members may vote. Youth Group members are also 

welcome to attend but may not vote. For full information, please see attached Word 
document. 
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Seeking an Assistant Treasurer   
We wish to find an Assistant Treasurer to act as ‘understudy’ for Jon Chishick during the 
next season as he will be retiring from office next year.  If you are interested please contact 
Jon@shinfieldplayers.co.uk  

Review from NODA for WITCHES 
Please see attached Word document. 

Review from NODA for LEGALLY BLONDE 

Please see attached Word document. 

Behind the Scenes  
The Band 
Without our wonderful support teams, the show just would not go on!  
So every month in Board Treader, there will be a big thank you and tribute to those who are 
rarely seen by the audience.  
 
This month it is the band behind the scenes for Legally Blonde.  They were wonderful and to 
see them work so hard and with such commitment was inspirational.  It was made doubly 
hard with the hot weather and fans whirring away.  It was a fabulous show, (please see the 
NODA review), but here is our personal round of applause from all of us for everything that 
you do! 

 
 
Musical Director: Jack Frewin 
Band Leader and keyboard: Lara Savory  
Drums: Phil Gowen who has kept us in time with his drumming prowess for many shows 
over the last few years 
Flute and Assist Musical Director: Rachel Lockwood 
Sax: Mark Richardson who is a former member of the theatre. (His wife Elizabeth is to 
appear in the Addams family). 
Guitar: Gary Pollington who played for Return to the Forbidden Planet last year 
Keyboard: Mark Webb who has been md at the theatre in the past and this role is shared 
with Pippa Eden who is a parent of one of the senior youth group. 



 

 

BELIEVE IN THE MAGIC OF CHRISTMAS  
 
 

 

 
Sunday 8th DECEMBER 2019 
Starts at 7.00PM 
 

Christmas comes but once a year and returns to SPT.  
Tickets on sale will be priced at £5.00 each and all money raised will go to the SPT 
nominated Charity of the Year. 
 
After the enjoyment of last year's ‘Christmas Crackers’, this year it is returning as Believe in 
the magic of Christmas and I would like to invite anyone that wants to join in this event - no 
auditions, very few rehearsals. 
 
This show is going to be full of fun, laughter, songs and audience participation. 
Definitely a show with 2 halves. The first half is to be magical and the second half 
traditional. 
 
I am looking particularly for singers willing to sing a solo, duet, group for the first half. I have 
a specific list of songs which I will share to those interested. The second half will be more 
traditional Christmas songs where you can choose your own act.... 
    
We welcome offers to perform in this show, which will be raising funds for the Charity of the 
19/20 season. You do not need to be a member or pay a show levy. Just come to us as a 
guest performer. So if you can sing, dance, create funny moments to your favourite 
Christmas songs etc? Then please let me know.  
 
Contact martin@shinfieldplayers.org  
 

 



 

 

Celebration of the 950th Anniversary of St Mary’s 
Church, Shinfield  
The Mummers Play 18th June  

 
 
Shinfield Players Theatre supported the local community’s celebrations by helping to put on 
a Mummers Play at Shinfield View. The rev Paul Willis (Father Christmas) was ably aided and 
abetted by Chris Young (the Doctor) to create a fine cast, 'God's Fools'. 
 
It was a beautiful summer's evening and everyone had great fun watching this local historic 
play.  It was followed by Shinfield Shambles Border Morris Dancers and singing from 
Shinfield View.  Shinfield View provided a wonderful reception with lovely food, Pimms and 
Prosecco and we send many thanks for their kind hospitality. 
Many thanks also go to Carol Vockins for providing costume and props. SPT is so happy to 
have been part of this wonderful celebration. 

PETER HUGHES 

 
We are sad to report that Peter Hughes passed away on the 30th June 2019. The funeral took 

place on Tuesday 23rd July 2019 at the Easthampstead Park Crematorium, Wellington 

Chapel. 

Peter was, until recently, Chairman of Shinfield Parish Council and in that role was very 
supportive of Shinfield Players Theatre. We obtained grants for our Disabled Toilets and the 
new Projection screen during his time in that role. Donations in memory of Peter for the 
British Heart Foundation may be made via abwalker.co.uk. 

We send our sincere condolences to his widow Carol and their three children 



 

 

Opening our New Exciting Season with… 

Addams Family: A New Musical  
4th and 5th and 10th, 11th & 1th October 2019 

 

The Panto is coming – oh yes it is!... 

SCROOGE 

 

Further information on characters will appear in September in the next BT. 

 
Stage Crew 
Please come along and join us on Tuesday evenings and on Sunday mornings.   
We need your help and sometimes it is just a pair of hands to hold things! 
We would love to see you and include you as part of this wonderful team! 



 

 

 

Make a note in your diaries for 
 

 
 
I know it's only August but I'd like to tell you about the April musical already as I'm so 
excited to be bringing it to the Shinfield stage! 
 
I went to see the original London production of Our House and loved every minute of it. It 
tells the two parallel stories of how one decision can change the course of your life, while 
exploring themes of love, family, taking responsibility for your actions and dealing with 
losing the people who shape our lives. And the music is full of energy and emotion with a 
good dose of comedy. 
 
Then a couple of years ago I was lucky enough to perform in the ensemble for a production 
and it was so much fun. There are excellent lead roles, but so many supporting characters 
that there's plenty for everyone to do. (I seem to remember I played around ten 
characters!) Our House the Musical is written by Tim Firth with songs by Madness and I will 
be bringing the SPT production to you together with the dream team of Lindsay Alexander 
as choreographer and Heidi Ashton as assistant director and producer. 
 
I would love as many of you to be involved as possible so don't forget to get the 
performance dates in your diaries (April 24, 25, 30 and May 1 and 2) now. Rehearsals will 
start in mid-January and will be on Mondays, Wednesdays and Sundays as needed. 
Look out for more information here and on the Shinfield Facebook group over the next few 
months. If you want to know anything please email me (ldsavory@gmail.com). 
 

Wednesday Afternoons at the Theatre 
Summer is now with us and Carol, Graham and helpers are working hard at the Wednesday 
afternoon sessions at the Theatre.  They are working to keep the building tidy and well 
maintained both inside and out.  The result is that everything from costumes, fixtures and 
fittings to the garden and car park are being tidied up. 
 
Starting around 1:30 till 4:30, come and join in -  if only for an hour. There will be tea and 
cake. No tools or skill needed just enthusiasm! 
Graham (01189545771)   graham@shinfieldplayers.org.uk 
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Don’t forget to tweet… we love to hear your 
news, views and ideas. 
Our SPT Twitter account (@SPTReading) is active and it is successful in getting a lot of 
support for the theatre and our performances. 
If you have a show or other theatre events to promote, a request to make or anything else 
that you think would help to promote the theatre then please let Lara know any information 
or pictures you would like shared (rehearsal or other photos are particularly useful) 
- ldsavory@gmail.com. 
And if you're on Twitter please follow us and retweet our tweets!  

 
Let all the youngsters know about our Junior  and 
Middle Youth Groups 

 
Please let everyone who you know that we are welcoming new members to the Junior and 
Middle Youth Groups. If you know of aspiring young theatricals or children who would like 
to join in and have fun then please email: sptjmyg@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

DEADLINE FOR SEPTEMBER BT is Wednesday 28th August 2019. 

 Please email items to: 

editor@boardtreader.org.uk;   editor@shinfieldplayers.co.uk; 
boardtreader@shinfieldplayers.co.uk;   shinfieldboardtreader@hotmail.co.uk 

Unsubscribe: If you do not wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact one 
of the email address above and we shall remove you from the list. 
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