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From the Chairman 
I hope this month's Boardtreader finds you in good health and spirits. 
 
With all the uncertainty that is surrounding us right now, it was very encouraging that the 
senior youth group were able to perform two socially distanced one-act plays during 
October. For this to happen requires an enormous effort, from many people within the 
theatre family. The shows were very well received by the small audience and it was lovely to 
see the theatre being used for its original intention.  

I am delighted to announce that we do have a few events lined up - either at the theatre as 
well as on line. I hope that as many of you as possible are able to support these events in 
keeping the theatre going and enjoying our hobby. 

Stay safe and see you soon. 
 
Gordon 

Gordon Bird  

 

Youth Group Shows performed in October 

Blood Brothers 
 
The two evening performances were very well received by the audience (around 23 on the 
first night and 41 the second performance).  
 
The play version of Blood Brothers is a lot shorter than the musical version but it stills 
carries an emotional punch. 
 
All of the performers did very well in the unusual conditions and hopefully it means that 
other shows could be performed.  
 



You will find a copy of the NODA review for Blood Brothers attached to this November BT 
email 

 
 

Girls Like That 

This is a very different sort of play where a lot of dialogue is spoken directly out to the 
audience. The girls, of Girls Like That, are on stage for the whole 90 minutes so demanding 
total concentration to their roles. A huge challenge that all of the performers managed very 
well. Audience figures were around 22 and 34 for the two performances.

 



Youth Group Reviews Notice 
The junior and middle groups review will be Wednesday 2nd December at 6.00pm.  
The senior youth group review will be on Friday 4th and Saturday 5th December at 7.30pm. 
 

Family Fortunes  - a Murder Mystery 
28th and 29th November 2020 

 
This Murder Mystery is in a zoom format for an online murder mystery on two nights Sat 
28th and Sun 29th November with a rehearsal on Thursday 26th all at 7:30.  
Carol has written a script for 9 people and hopes to include as many members as she can in 
the cast, so if you are interested in joining her drop her an 
email carol@shinfieldplayers.co.uk or leave a message on 01189 545771 stating which night 
you would prefer and she will try and fit everyone in. If there are enough volunteers, we 
may have two casts. 
 
For those who have not taken part before, you are set up as a Radio broadcast with a script 
for the story which is normally 20 to 25 minutes in duration. We then have a 20 minute tea 
break and then our online audience type in questions which Martin will read out.  

mailto:Carol@shinfieldplayers.co.uk


You have to answer in character telling the truth unless you are the murderer then you can 
"enhance the story" this is followed by another tea break while we count the votes  before 
revealing who dunnit! 

Plot line for this murder mystery is an old lady convinced that someone is trying to bump 
her off and the cast include a Doctor, a domestic, a Clergyman, a Solicitor, two daughters, a 
granddaughter and a narrator / policeman. 

Carol Vockins 

Upcoming Read Throughs and Auditions for 

No Naughty Bits 
3rd to 6th March 2021 

 

We believe that we can proceed with our planned play in March while still adhering to 
Covid-19 social distancing guidelines as the cast is small and there is no need for close 
contact between cast members. We are in the process of confirming with the license 
holders that we can proceed with limited live audiences and also stream for audiences to 
watch from home. 

Synopsis: 

Inspired by a true story, this gloriously funny play investigates the nature of comedy, the 
operation of censorship, and the complex misunderstandings implicit in the Anglo-American 
relationship. In December 1975, Monty Python's Flying Circus was broadcast coast to coast 
in the US. It was the Pythons' first time on a major network... but somebody cut out all the 
naughty bits! 
Undismayed, Michael Palin and Terry Gilliam flew to New York to persuade the network to 
reinstate the cuts - and, somewhat by accident, found themselves at the center of a 
landmark court case concerning freedom of expression and the protection of artistic 
integrity... 



Cast: 
Written for a cast of 8, 2f & 6m. However apart from the Pythons, the remaining characters 
could be played by either gender. 
 
The Pythons: 

Michael Palin – Male, ideally believable as Michael Palin at 32 years old 
Terry Gilliam – Male, ideally believable as Terry Gilliam at 35 years old 
Nancy – Female 20-30 years old – Nancy is part of Monty Python’s US PR team  

The Network: 
Myers – TV Executive – 30-60 years old, written as male but could be female 
Franklin – Network intern – 20-30 years old, written as female, but could be male 

The Law: 
Osterberg – The Python’s lawyer – 30-50 years old male but could be female 
Fried – The Network’s Lawyer - only appears in Act 2 – but still a decent sized part – 
30-50 years old - written as male but could be female 
Lasker – The Judge - only appears in Act 2 – but still a decent sized part) – 40 - 60 
years old - written as male but could be female 

 
Planned show dates: 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th March 2021 

Read throughs and Auditions: Dates to be confirmed but should take place before the end 
of November, dates will be published via website and on Facebook Please contact Matt 
Chishick on m.chishick@btinternet.com if you are interested or have any questions. 

NODA Award Presentation to Sam Turner

 
 
Ann Martin (Hertler-Smith) from NODA presents the The Louise English Trophy award to 
Sam Turner.  
This award is for a young person under 30 who has made an outstanding contribution to her 

Society in any capacity whatsoever.  Many congratulations from all of us to Sam! 
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Sale of Stock from Front of House   
Snap up some bargains and  help the theatre! 
 
We have stock coming to the end of its life over the next few months including bags of 
Cadbury Wispa, Twirl and Buttons as well as the tubs of Purbeck ice creams - we are offering 
to sell these off at their cost prices. The amounts we have available and their unit costs are 
listed below. 
 
It will be done on a first come first served basis so please email your requests 
to sue@shinfieldplayers.org.uk and Sue will arrange a convenient time for collection.  
 
Payments are to be made direct to the bank if possible however we do have a credit card 
machine available when you collect. The credit card machine does charge the theatre for its 
use, so direct payment to the theatres bank account is preferred. Details will be sent upon 
confirmation of order. 
 
Purbeck Ice Cream: cost per tub £1.26 
Flavour   Units 

salted caramel 37 

honeycombe hash 31 

strawberry 29 

PF sorbet 20 

raspberry sorbet 14 

blood orange sorbet 15 

vanilla 34 

mint choc chip 30 

rum & raisin 32 

chocolate 28 

 
Drinks: 
Type       Expiry No Cost per Unit 

Coca Cola (cans) Nov-20          23 0.55 

Budweiser (bottles) Nov-20          46 0.82 

Mr Chubbs West Berkshire 
Brewery 

Nov-20           30 1.95 

    

Cadbury chocolates, Haribo Tangfastics and Starmix (all bags RRP £1): 
 
Type    Expiry         No    Cost per Unit 

Wispa bites Jan-21  9 0.8 

Twirl bites Jan-21  19 0.8 

Giant buttons Jan-21  37 0.8 

Tangfastics Jan-21  14 0.65 

Haribo starmix Jan-21  28 0.65 
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Win up to £25,000 and support the theatre at the same time! 

The Reading Community Lottery 

 
So how many of you do the National Lottery and or Postcode Lottery and if so when did you 

last win...? 

If you didn't know, there is now a Reading Community Lottery and today we have been 
accepted as one to the community charities that you can support. 
Unlike other lotteries this one only costs £1 a ticket, you can buy as many tickets as you like 
use the same numbers each week and you can set direct debit. The good news is that SPT 
will get at least 50% back as fundraising and the more tickets sold the more we raise for the 
theatre. 
Follow the link below, enter into buy tickets which will allow you to put in the cause - 

Shinfield Players Theatre, select tickets number or random numbers and give bank details. 

Simple as that and the odds of winning up to £25,000.00 is much greater than the other 

lotteries. Thank you in advance for your support.  

Click here on this link: Reading Community Lottery 

https://www.readingcommunitylottery.co.uk/


Raising funds for the SPT Charity from our Christmas Show… 
 

Christmas Wishes Mistletoe Kisses  
 

 
 

For performers: 
The Christmas Show for this year will be slightly different to previous years. 
 
1.  It will be performed outdoors. 
2.  Will be for solo or duets (Unless a family bubble) 
3.  No group carols  
4.  No rehearsals (arrive early for each show for sound checks) 
5.  Will be set over 2 nights (you can either perform in 1 night or both) 
6.  The theme is Christmas Wishes Mistletoe Kisses and the choice of song this year is up to 
you. As we will be in the wintery outdoors and we will be lighting up the gardens, we will 
have a loving chilling winter show, so songs that reflect this is perfect. 
7.  There will be a gazebo at the far end for the performers and there will be access from the 
large dressing room. 
8.  Performers will be socially distanced inside until ready to perform as we only have space 
for limited audience. 
 
Anyone that would like to perform in the show this year, whether singing, or something 
funny, poems, monologues etc  really anything that fits the theme (except for mistletoe 
kissing !!)  then in first instance contact martinc.butler63@yahoo.co.uk   
 



SPT Charity for 2020 and 2021  
The SPT Charity of the year, Blood Bikes, will be extended through to 2021 due to the lack of 
shows to support this year's charity see https://www.bloodbikes.org.uk/; 

 
 
On-line Theatreoke  
 
New for December - Carols and Christmas Songs Theatreoke Style! 
 

 
 

There will be no Theatreoke in November but we will return in December with some 
Festiveokes - carols and Christmas songs Theatreoke style! 
 
Dates to be confirmed - check the SPT Facebook group or email Lara to be kept up to date,  
lara@shinfieldplayers.co.uk; 

 

Work behind the Scenes Continues… 
 
Many thanks go to our wonderful teams behind the scenes – they continue to work hard on 
all those ‘invisible ’jobs that we all sometimes take for granted.  
Over the last weeks they have been building a new wallpaper rack, sorting all of the animal 
costumes and clearing the small and broken props. Curtains have been hemmed, grass cut 
and bins emptied! 
 
So a big thank you to Carol, Graham, Graham and Debbie and to all of those who work hard 
behind the scenes to keep our theatre in tip top condition. 
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Looking for 3 groups of 6 actors… 

TWAS’ THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS  
TWILIGHT TRAIL will be happening around Forbury Gardens and the Abbey Ruins.  
Reading Rep and Chris Cuming are  looking for 3 groups of 6 actors, who can move, to 
audition to be part of this very special unique performance, in what has been a very bizarre 
year. We are honoured to be able to give people within the community the opportunity to 
be a part of a performance in 2020 when we know so many productions have had to be 
cancelled.  
 
We’re looking for two casts to perform in this unique, covid secure performance. The 
performance run will be split between two companies that will perform the same show 
across the run. We understand that it’s close to Christmas so will ensure that rehearsals are 
kept to the minimum.  
 
ROLE - STORY TELLERS 
To welcome audience members along the Twilight Trail and to send them on their journey. 
A mystical being representing the story teller of A Night Before Christmas. Getting the 
audience ready and excited to embark on the light trail and put them in the festive spirit, 
ready to meet the performers on their travels.  
It’ll be an intensive rehearsal period to learn and create the roles, rehearse with the 
ensemble and to work it in situ. It’s important that due to it being promenade there will be a 
need to be prepared to improvise on the spot and to tell the story to lots of groups but 
with potential of people walking past and also due to COVID19 ensuring that they move on.  
AUDITIONS 
We will be holding auditions online on THURSDAY 12th NOVEMBER from 19:00PM. This will 
be a 2 hour workshop with the Director Chris Cuming on Zoom.  
REHEARSALS - Evening Rehearsals - 7-10PM.  
Monday 30th November  
Wednesday 2nd December  
Friday 4th December  
Monday 7th December 
Tuesday 8th December  
PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE TIME  
Wednesday 9th December 19:00 - 21:00PM  
Thursday 10th December 19:00 - 21:00PM  
Friday 11th December 19:00 - 21:00PM  
Saturday 12th December 19:00 - 21:00PM  
Sunday 13th December 19:00 - 21:00PM  
Monday 14th December DAY OFF 
Tuesday 15th December 19:00 - 21:00PM  
Wednesday 16th December 19:00 - 21:00PM  
Thursday 17th December 19:00 - 21:00PM  
Friday 18th December 19:00 - 21:00PM  
Saturday 19th December 19:00 - 21:00PM 
Sunday 20th December 19:00 - 21:00PM  

Please send your interest and contact Chris Cuming on casting@readingrep.com 
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NODA's Request to Raise the Profile of Amateur 

Theatre  - Please Write to Your MP 

Here is the letter that NODA have sent to us, requesting that we send a copy of 'the 

Importance of Amateur theatre' letter, (below) to our local MPs.    

Please add details of Shinfield Players Theatre and the impact that the current restrictions 

have been having. Also add anything that the theatre has been doing to maintain 

engagement during restrictions. 

The Importance of Amateur Theatre - Where would we be without it? 
 
There is no question of the importance of Amateur Theatre within our local communities. 
Amateur theatre performing groups produce over 3500 productions annually which are 
watched by audience figures of more than 2 million every year. These performances include 
pantomimes, plays and musicals. We are proud to be part of the umbrella body, the 
National Operatic & Dramatic Association (NODA). The combined membership of this 
organisation is over 100,000 ranging in age from 8-80.  
 
NODA’s members groups generate between £150m - £200m in ticket sales with at least the 
same being produced in additional spending including: food, drink, travel and 
accommodation. The vast majority of this supports a wide range of businesses, including 
theatres, village and community halls, theatrical suppliers, restaurants, musicians, bars and 
hotels. Many groups also raise significant sums for local and national charities with post 
show collections and specific fundraising events.   
 
Amateur theatre plays a significant part in the cultural life of the nation; helping with both 
physical and mental health, not just for the performers and all taking part, but for audiences 
too. Youngsters involved grow in confidence and self-esteem. Amateur theatre, in many 
smaller communities, is very often the hub of cultural activity as well as helping to bring 
communities together.  Also worthy of note, is the fact that many professional performers 
and stars of TV, originally trod the boards in amateur theatre thus shaping them for more 
lucrative exploits ahead.  
 
Amateur theatre also supports professional theatre as well. The venues amateur groups are 
hiring, mostly, are professional theatres and with that comes the employment of staff, both 
front of house and technical, as well as the hiring of freelancers i.e. choreographers, 
directors, musical directors, make-up artists etc.  
 
At the present time, virtually all amateur theatre productions have been cancelled across 
the country, and given the lead time for productions, it is unlikely there will be many, if any, 
productions before the end of 2021. This is a significant loss to the cultural and economic 
life of the UK. Many groups have been making use of technology to keep in touch, rehearse, 
or put together videos to entertain their audiences via social media channels. They are 
eager to maintain their involvement and to resume a normal programme as far as they can.   
 



My plea to you today, is to PLEASE give the amateur theatre sector the same consideration 
as that of the professional theatres. The professional theatres are currently being 
highlighted in the press, but there is no mention of the amateur sector. A sector which does 
so very much for the wellbeing and the economy of our country. 
 

 

The Masked Singer? 
 
This is a lovely idea and should be good entertainment for all. 
The event is based on the TV programme "The Masked Singer?" and can be organised on 
line. 
 
The idea is that each week we reveal a "masked singer" and we have to guess who the 
person is?  You never know, you may even get Gordon to appear! 
 
If you are interested in taking part or helping out then please drop an email to 
gordon@shinfieldplayers.org.uk 
 

Please email items for the December Boardtreader by November 26th to:  

editor@boardtreader.org.uk;   editor@shinfieldplayers.co.uk; 
boardtreader@shinfieldplayers.co.uk;   shinfieldboardtreader@hotmail.co.uk 
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