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Shinfield Players’ Theatre’s mission is to provide a venue for creating and 

experiencing theatre in all its forms. 

We aim to continue to train and develop our membership so that everyone 

enjoys socialising, working together and participating in theatre. 

 

From the Chairman 

Another month slides past and I hope that you all survived the recent winter storms intact. 

I would like to congratulate representatives from the senior youth group (SPUDS) who once 
again excelled in their visit to Prague participating in the Class in Action international festival 
- winning FIVE awards. On the same evening they were receiving their awards, the Murder 
Mystery was performing at the theatre and I understand that it received excellent reviews. 
My thanks to everyone who took part and helped with a successful evening. 

This month we have the first play of 2020, a typical farce that is exceptionally funny! The 
set, if you have not seen it in construction, is amazing! Defying logic (and space) it features 
nine working doors!  

Later this month we have sing-a-long to The Greatest Showman. An opportunity sing or just 
watch an enjoyable film in a relaxed atmosphere. 

Look forward to seeing you at the theatre at some point during this month. 

Gordon  

Gordon Bird  

 
 
 



Don’t miss this fabulous nine-door farce…get your tickets now! 

Who Goes Bare ?  
by Richard Harris and Leslie Darbon  
 4th to 7th March 

 

 
 
Don’t miss the fun and buy your tickets now. 
This farce is hilarious and done at top speed with so many exits and entrances, removal of 
clothes, a dummy and featuring a Basil Fawlty type character running the show.  A high-
energy comedy with lots of laughs.  We know you will have a great evening out. 

 



The Greatest Showman 
SING-ALONG 
Saturday 14th March at 7.00pm 

 
Tickets £7 and £3.50 

 

SPUDS WIN IN PRAGUE 
9 teenagers and 3 adults representing Shinfield Players Theatre with the name SPUDS, 
visited the Czech Republic capital Prague on Thursday 6th February. The first day of the 
scheduled four day visit started with a technical rehearsal followed by some sightseeing, 
some traditional Czech cuisine and then watching a production of “Life is Life”, a black light 
theatre experience. 

Friday was festival day. Another early start and the group were performing second. After 
watching the first of two French shows, SPUDS were on. They superbly remembered their 
lines, movement and performed their best performance to date. You could hear a pin drop 
in the auditorium as their serious play about abuse was being played out. At the end, the 
audience exploded into spontaneous applause. 

We then watched the other performances – from Poland, from France and two different 
Czech Republic groups. 

The evening was spent getting to know the other groups at an “open mic” gathering – 
leading to a lot of singing, joke telling and general theatrical amusement. 

Saturday morning we met the other groups in the centre of Prague for a three hour mixed 
group workshop. Each group worked on devising a new piece of theatre which was 
performed on stage in the afternoon. A short rest followed as we looked at the magnificent 
views of Prague from Petrin Hill before going to the award ceremony. 



The evening could not have gone better – with Maddie Miles picking up Best Supporting 
Actress; Johanna Oldach Best Actress; Jesse Dopson for Best Supporting Actor – with 
Jonathan Gowen receiving an honourable mention. SPUDS also won best script and the 
audience vote for best production. An amazing total of five awards and one additional 
nomination! A lot of celebrating then followed as the youngsters danced the night away. 

The final day, Sunday 9th February, did not go quite to plan as the 16:30 return flight was 
cancelled owing to strong winds. With the whole of the UK affected, the next available flight 
was not until Wednesday evening - some 3 days and 5 hours later than planned! 

All I can say, is the youngsters were extremely mature about the predicament – helping 
each other through the ups and downs that were presented. We manage to find 
accommodation, travel and additional events to be entertained. Entertainment included a 
night out watching ballet and the National theatre; a cooking bake off; visits to the 
Orthodox Cathedral of Saints Cyril and Methodius and a boat trip down the Vltava River. 

I would like to thank Heidi and Pete Ashton for taking on more they signed up for looking 
after the group. Also, a special mention to the youngsters who really an inspiration to us all 
and a wonderful representatives for their generation. 

 

Award winning Maddie Miles (best supporting actress, Jesse Dopson (best supporting actor) 
and Johanna Oldach (best actress). 

 

SPUDS picking up the award for audience vote and the group with their five certificates and 
bears! 

 

 



It would be Madness to miss it! 
 

 
24th, 25th, 30th April and 1st, 2nd May 
 

Our House in the middle of our Theatre. 
Well anywhere we can get really! We've been rehearsing in the foyer, on the carpet in the 
auditorium, sat in the front rows and squeezed in front of the impressive Who Goes Bare? 
set! With so many songs to learn, dances to choreograph on top of the acting, the Our 
House cast are making the most of every available minute. And already they are looking and 
sounding fantastic. 
 
It's great to welcome so many new people as well as some past SPT members to be part of 
this fabulous show - we can't wait to share it with you all. Please get your tickets booked as 
soon as possible and tell all you friends - it would be Madness to miss it! 

 
Front of House  - a call for your help! 

We need your help for front of house for Who Goes Bare? 
 
Please let Sue Gowan know if you can help on any of the nights from 4th to 7th March 
Email: philandsuegowen@gmail.com; 

 
Behind the Scenes… 
The Murder Mystery, Pat-a-cake Pat-a-cake was a great evening that everyone enjoyed and 
particularly all of the freshly cooked food.  So who was behind the scenes working so hard in 
the boiling busy kitchen?  Carol Vockins, Debbie Wheeler, Sam Turner and Graham Smith 
that’s who and they cooked and served hot food for everyone with speed, style and 
aplomb… all behind the scenes working hard and making the evenings a success.  Thank you 
for all your hard work and the lovely meal. 
 
 

mailto:philandsuegowen@gmail.com


 
DEAN FRIEDMAN 
16th May 2020 
Dean Friedman returns to Reading to perform at Shinfield Players Theatre. 
 
Hailed by critics and fans, alike, as a one of the finest songwriters of his generation, Dean 
Friedman has achieved legendary status for chart-topping hits, Ariel, Lucky Stars, Lydia and 
more. 
Join Friedman for an evening of powerful, poignant, hilarious songs about the ordinary and 
extraordinary lives we share. 

"Every Song a Classic!" - London Theatre Guide 

"Songsmith extraordinaire!” – MusicWeek 

“Dean Friedman's songs are the soundtrack of our lives" – The New York Times               

The February Theatreoke 

 
 
 
Thanks to everyone who came out on a very blustery February Saturday night for our latest 
Theatreoke evening. We had some entertaining (for many different reasons) performances 
and it was a really fun evening. It was particularly lovely to include both a past SPT member 
and a brand new SPT member in our evening together with many of our 'Theatreoke 
regulars'.  
 
Well done to those who performed in front of an audience for the first time in a long time or 
indeed ever! 
 

 
 



THE TEMPEST  
By William Shakespeare 
10th,11th, 12th and 13th June 
 

 
 
Thank you so much to everyone who turned up to audition for The Tempest. 

The standard was incredible and we're thrilled to announce the following cast: 

Ariel - Lydia Vas Nunes 
Master/Alonso - Chris Pett 
Boatswain - Jordan Emmett 
Ferdinand - James Lawbuary 
Gonzalo - Peter Knightley 
Antonio - Mikhail Franklin 
Sebastia - Jen Bell 
Prospero - Mike Huxtable 
Miranda - Lindsay Alexander 
Caliban - Mark Read 
Trinculo - Caroline White 
Stephano - Adam Wells 

If you would still like to be involved in The Tempest keep an eye on this page in a month or 
so. We'll be asking for volunteers to perform in important extras roles as sailors, spirits and 
goblins. 

 

Wednesday Afternoons at the Theatre 
We can’t tell you how much difference it makes if people come along on Wednesday 
afternoons to help Carol and Graham and their happy crew who keep our theatre spick and 
span. There’s tea and cake and good conversation. All are welcome and there’s always lots 
to do! Starting around 1:30 till 4:30, we need your help - if only for an hour. No tools or skill 
needed just enthusiasm! So please come along if you can. 
Graham (01189545771)   graham@shinfieldplayers.org.uk  
 

mailto:graham@shinfieldplayers.org.uk


FORTHCOMING SEASONS 

 
 
Remember to give us your ideas for plays and musicals for our next seasons!   
Whether you wish to direct or act in them – we want to know your favourite plays and your 
wish lists. 
We are looking to complete our 2020/2021 season and beyond. Proposals need to be with 
us before 6th April 2020. 
If you wish to create the one-evening Christmas show to raise funds for our charity of the 
year, then please do come forward and let us know by the end of March 2020. 
 
Please contact anyone on the committee to discuss your ideas or proposal. We would be 
delighted to hear from you. Alternatively, email us on c@shinfieldplayers.co.uk or Adam 
Wells on adam@shinfieldplayers.co.uk; 
Thank you. 
 

Junior and Middle Youth Group Show 
The Lottie Project 
 by Jacqueline Wilson 

Sat 4th & Sun 5th July 2020 at 7.30pm 
 

Senior Youth Group Shows 
Blood Brothers, The Play 
 by Willy Russell  
and 

Girls Like That  
by Evan Placey  

Fri 10th & 11th July 2020 at 7.30pm 

DEADLINE FOR MARCH 2020 BT is 26thMarch 2020 

Please email items to:editor@boardtreader.org.uk;   editor@shinfieldplayers.co.uk; 

boardtreader@shinfieldplayers.co.uk;   shinfieldboardtreader@hotmail.co.uk 

Unsubscribe: If you do not wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact one 
of the email address above and we shall remove you from the list. 
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