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Shinfield Players’ Theatre’s mission is to provide a venue for creating and 

experiencing theatre in all its forms.  

We aim to continue to train and develop our membership so that everyone 

enjoys socialising, working together and participating in theatre. 

From the Chairman 

Welcome to our new season at Shinfield Players Theatre! 
What an exciting season it is going to be - starting with the musical, The Addams Family which is 
directed by newcomer Simon Kingsnorth. The cast includes a number of new and returning 
members. I have seen several rehearsals and I can honestly say it is going to be an amazing show! 
Our second production, an Alan Ayckbourn play, Time of My Life, has been cast with rehearsals just 
commencing. It is a funny show with some darker moments as you would expect from Ayckbourn.  
 
We held our Annual General Meeting at the beginning in September but we struggled to just meet 
the quorum for the meeting. It is important part of the running of our theatre as we need to hold an 
AGM to ensure that we are all accountable to you, our membership. I have some ideas that 
hopefully will attract a bigger attendance next year but if there is something that would make you 
attend then please let me know! 
 
At the AGM I did thank a lot of people for their contribution at Shinfield Players Theatre. All of my 
fellow committee members who made my first year as chair so easy and Tim who has stepped down 
from the committee after many years of excellent contribution. I would like to thank every director, 
cast member, everyone who helped with set build and painting, costumes, lighting, sound, front of 
house, box office, props, publicity - indeed every aspect that is needed to put on a show. I would like 
thank Lara for her popular Theatre-okes (next one in November) and Graham and Carol who quietly 
do a lot of work in the background that often goes unseen and unnoticed.  My thanks go to Cate 
who is stepping back a little from her Friday commitments after 11 years with the senior youth 
group and to Debbie not only for the props but also for tidying up the archives - it was lovely to see 
her back at theatre over the summer. 
 
There are so many people to thank - but what is important is that we need you all - every little bit 
you do is so important for the success of our theatre. There really are so many people to thank that I 
am sure that I have overlooked someone - but please note - everyone, no matter what size your 
contribution, however large or small, matters enormously and I thank you for your time. 
 
Please continue to support our wonderful theatre in every way you can. 
See you soon 
 
Gordon 

Gordon Bird  



Get your tickets now - they are selling fast!  

The Addams Family: A New Musical  

4th and 5th and 10th, 11th & 12th October 2019 

 

Don’t miss this super musical – it will be a great night out. 

Read Throughs and Auditions for  

Scrooge the Pantomime 

 

Sunday 13th October 2019 @ 2:30 pm – Read through 
Monday 14th October 2019 @ 7:45pm – Read through 
Wednesday 16th October 2019 @ 8pm – Audition 
Sunday 20th October 2019 @ 2:30pm – Audition. 
 
Charles Dickens’ famous story A Christmas Carol is very cleverly converted to a classic 

Pantomime with all the usual pantomime characters and antics. 

SCROOGE AND MARLEY MANUFACTURING INC. is a non-descript factory where the surviving 

owner, Ebeneezer Scrooge is a tight-fisted money grabbing skinflint who loves nothing but 



money. His staff work 7 days a week including Christmas day. In classic Dickens style 

Scrooge is visited by the ghost of his dead partner Marley who warns him to mend his ways 

and tells him he will be visited by 3 more ghosts. In the factory there is a Tea-lady come 

chief cook Nora Carrot (Dame) whose relationship with Scrooge goes back a long way. Nora 

has two layabout assistants in the kitchen, Sam and Ella (the clowns), and a daughter, Polly 

(Principle Girl). 

Polly is in love with Frederic (Principle Boy) Scrooge’s nephew but knows his uncle frowns 

on their relationship. Bob Cratchit is the factory foreman who struggles to feed his wife and 

five children owing to his kind heart and extremely low pay. Using bits and pieces lifted from 

around the factory Nora invents a machine to produce fantastic meals the “NIFF” and tests 

it on the small goose Bob brings home for the family Christmas dinner.  

If you can’t make the audition dates but would like to be in the panto email Derek at 

Panto_person@outlook.com 

Characters: 
Bob Cratchit (40 Lines) 

Bob is a happy-go-lucky cheerful chap, well-liked by all his fellow workers. He is a loving a well-loved 

husband and father. Even when Tiny Tim has died, he remains positive. 

Ebeneezer Scrooge (162 Lines) 

In the first act he is the traditional pantomime villain, goading the audience and threatening his 

employees at every opportunity. He is arrogant, cruel, even a little bit evil but always in control. 

In the second act we see him transform as the visitations unfold. He is on stage for virtually the 

whole of act 2 and most of the transformation is acted as he changes from the mean and miserable 

Scrooge of the first act to a light-hearted, jovial character by the end. 

Nora Carrot (143 Lines) - Dame 

The traditional pantomime dame. Nora can be brassy and grotesque, constantly interacting with the 

audience with whom she must build up a rapport. 

Polly Carrot (16 Lines) - Principle Girl 

Nora’s daughter, she loves her mother although believes her to be slightly mad. She is also madly in 

love with Frederic, Scrooge’s nephew. 

Frederic (22 Lines) - Principle Boy 

Scrooge’s young nephew, he is very much in love with Polly. He shows affectionate respect to 

Scrooge who treats him badly, as he treats everyone. 

Sam (56 Lines) and Ella (47 Lines) – the clowns 

They are the assistants to Nora and both equally gormless. They can be any gender. 

Jacob Marley (20 Lines) 

The ghost of Scrooge’s partner.  

Chorus parts (all have some lines): 

1st Charity Collector, 2nd Charity Collector, Mrs Cratchit, Martha, Belinda, Peter, John, 

Tiny Tim, Chief Instructor of Phantoms (10 lines), Ghost of Christmas Past (19 lines) - a child,  

Ghost of Christmas Present (19 lines) - Traditional Father Christmas Figure, Ghost of Christmas 

Future (0 lines), Chorus of Townspeople/workers, Dancers/children 
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Come along to a great evening of  

Theatreoke  
Saturday 2nd November at 8.00pm 
 

 
 
Following the positive reception to our summer Theatreoke Thursdays we will be holding an 
Autumn Theatreoke evening. It's an informal evening and the bar will be open. You're 
welcome to bring non-members to perform or listen. 
 
Although Lara does like to be organised and know what you want to perform in advance 
(email her at ldsavory@gmail.com or contact her through the SPT Facebook group) you are 
also welcome to just turn up and see what you feel like doing on the night. 

 
Coming soon!  Book your tickets now for  

Time of My Life 

by Alan Ayckbourn  
 
20th, 21st, 22nd and 23rd November 2019 
 

 
 

Rehearsals are going well and shaping up to be a wonderful black comedy. 
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Put a note in your diary for Read Throughs and Auditions for  

Who Goes Bare ?  

by Richard Harris and Leslie Darbon  
 4th to 7th March 

  
 

A read through will take place on Sunday 24 November at 2pm, with auditions on Tuesday 
26 and Thursday 28 November. 
Rehearsals will start on Tuesday 3rd December, which may seem a bit early for a 
production in March, but owing to Scrooge, Christmas and New Year, a few dates will be 
lost.  
Who Goes Bare? is a good old fashioned run-around farce and with a cast of 10 (6m 4f) and 
parts of all sizes so there's something for everyone. 
Running a Health and Strength Home in a large and somewhat decaying country mansion 
can be a hazardous undertaking at any time, as Eddie Manchip knows.  
When one is further beset by a sinister crook to whom one has signed away the deeds of 
the house in payment of a gambling debt; a complete desertion of the staff except for one 
half-witted and generally hysterically excited maid; an erring, pompous brother; his 
suspicious wife; a tennis-player in the nude; a quick-change artist who appears as someone 
different every ten minutes or so; the tennis player's kilted Scottish husband; and a hearty 
countrywoman grabbing second-hand clothing--then the result can be, in a word ... chaos!! 
 
Character breakdown as follows: 
Eddie Manchip - big role 
Brian Manchip - big role 
Minnie - Eddie's maid - good sized role 
Nancy - Brian's client - medium role 
Joan - Brian's wife - medium role 
Mr Butcher - Mobster - medium role 
Policeman - small role 
Mrs Court-Bending - local councillor - small role 
Angus McSmith - Nancy's husband - medium role 
Maxie Maudling - big role... lots of different characters 
Any queries, please contact Philippe Duquenoy - philippe.duquenoy@btinternet.com 
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Training for the Fire Service…  

How to Save Lives in a Smoke-Filled Theatre! 

 

 

Essential training was carried out at the theatre in September.  Graham Vockins did a great 
job filling the theatre with smoke so that 3 dummies could be rescued from the auditorium.   

The Fire Service found it to be an indispensable piece of training and will be back for more! 
A fine example of our Theatre’s involvement with the local community. 

 
 
Charity of the year 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 

We are delighted to announce that we raised £587.96 for Reading Street Pastors. 
More information to come in the November Board Treader. 
 
We are pleased to say that our charity for 2019 -2020 is Talking Books from the Royal 
National Institute of Blind People (RNIB). The Talking Books service is absolutely free, 
providing access to over 25,000 fiction and non-fiction books to partially sighted and blind 
adults and children. 

 



Behind the Scenes  
Costume Department 
Everyone involved in making, fitting and supplying costumes is marvellous and a real asset 
to our theatre. They spend so much time, creative effort and care to supply each production 
with the costumes that we need.  This is no small task. 
 

 
 
If you have ever tried to imagine what it is like to be lost at the back of the wardrobe in 
Narnia fighting back a sea of costume then take a look in our costume store.  Even try 
walking into this labyrinth and you will see that it is really hard work to seek out and retrieve 
the costume you need.  Hooking the right coat hanger on the upper rails near the back is 
extraordinarily strenuous - especially if you’re not that tall! 
 

 



The pictures above show the costume that was still to be put away last weekend even after 
strenuous work and lots of sorting this summer.  Look closely at the dress on the right… 
hours and hours of skilled work to hand stitch this dress. If you can help at all with this 
enormous and never-ending but fulfilling task then we welcome you to join us. 
 
If you wish to donate costume to the theatre then please remember to contact Carol 
Vockins or Debbie Wheeler to ask if they would like to take up your kind offer.  
Duplications abound and indeed if you would be interested in taking away any of the 
duplicate military uniform currently in the Green Room then we would be pleased to offer 
it to you. 
 

A massive thank you from all of us at SPT to everyone 
behind the wardrobe scene! 
  

Seeking an Assistant Treasurer   
We wish to find an Assistant Treasurer to act as ‘understudy’ for Jon Chishick during the 
next season as he will be retiring from office next year.  If you are interested please contact 
Jon@shinfieldplayers.co.uk  

 
BELIEVE IN THE MAGIC OF CHRISTMAS  
 

 
Sunday 8th December 2019 
Starts at 7.00PM 
 

We are pleased to invite anyone that wants to join in this event - no auditions and very few 
rehearsals. This show is going to be full of fun, laughter, songs and audience participation. 
Definitely a show with 2 halves. The first half is to be magical and the second half 
traditional. 
Martin wishes to hear from singers willing to sing a solo, duet, group for the first half where 
there is a specific list of songs. The second half features more traditional Christmas songs 
where contributors can choose their own act. 
We welcome offers to perform in this show, which will be raising funds for the Charity of the 
2019/2020 season which is Talking Books. You do not need to be a member or pay a show 
levy.  
So if you can sing, dance, create funny moments to your favourite Christmas songs etc? 
Then please let Martin know and email Martinc.butler63@yahoo.co.uk 
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Wednesday Afternoons at the Theatre 
 
We had a good final working weekend and thank you to all who came along to help. 
Carol and Graham and their accomplices continue to meet for the Wednesday afternoon 
sessions at the Theatre.  All are welcome to come and help if you have some time available.  
There’s still lots to do! Starting around 1:30 till 4:30, we need your help - if only for an hour. 
There will be tea and cake. No tools or skill needed just enthusiasm! 
Graham (01189545771)   graham@shinfieldplayers.org.uk Seeking an Assistant Treasurer  

 

 

Read Throughs and Auditions for Next Year… dates for diaries. 
 

 
 
Our House will be the next full musical of the season with performances over two weekends 
on 24, 25, 30 April and 1, 2 May.  
 
We know it's still a few months before auditions but as several people have been asking, the 
read through and audition dates are: 
 
13th January 8pm Read through 
15th January 8pm Read through 
20th January 8pm Audition prep 
22nd January 8pm Auditions 
26th January 2pm Auditions 
 
In addition to the lead roles, the show has a large ensemble with plenty of opportunities for 
spoken/sung cameo parts for all ages (including senior youth group) so there really is 
something for everyone.  
If you want further information then please contact Lara (ldsavory@gmail.com). 
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Stage Crew 
We need your help and sometimes it is just a pair of hands to hold things! 
We would love to see you and include you as part of this wonderful team! 
Please come along and join us on Tuesday evenings and on Sunday mornings.   
 

DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER BT is Friday 25th October 2019. 

 Please email items to: 

editor@boardtreader.org.uk;   editor@shinfieldplayers.co.uk; 
boardtreader@shinfieldplayers.co.uk;   shinfieldboardtreader@hotmail.co.uk 

Unsubscribe: If you do not wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact one 
of the email address above and we shall remove you from the list. 
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