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June 2019 
 

Shinfield Players’ Theatre’s mission is to provide a venue for 

creating and experiencing theatre in all its forms.  

We aim to continue to train and develop our membership so that 

everyone enjoys socialising, working together and participating in 

theatre. 

 

From the Chairman 

This month has been a busy month at the theatre with the recent successful production of 
Harvey, rehearsals in full flow for The Witches and Legally Blonde and the Wednesday 
Workshops. It has been lovely to see so many people attending the workshops and hope 
you have enjoyed them as much as I have. Our thanks to all of those volunteers who have 
offered their time to help out. Don't worry if you have missed out as Lara has planned more 
running in June - look out for the details and come and join us. 

Our thanks to those involved back stage in preparing the set and running the back stage for 
Harvey. It has been difficult as we are down on numbers, making the result even more 
impressive. If you fancy helping out on a Tuesday evening or a Sunday morning then please 
do come along - you will be most welcomed by our friendly back stage team. 

A quick reminder (and plug) that our next two shows involve the youth groups. They have 
been very noticeable during this year by supporting our shows by either helping out 
backstage or watching as a member of the audience. Please come along and support their 
shows - The Witches on 28th and 29th June and then Legally Blonde between 11th and 14th 
July.  

Have a great theatrical month and look forward to seeing you soon. 

 

Gordon Bird 



 

 

 

Don’t Forget to Book your Seat for Quiz Night – 8th June at 
7.30 pm 

It’s a great night out!  £6.00 per head and includes a cold buffet supper. Teams of around six. 

Get to the theatre early for a prompt start at 7.30 pm. 

Please put your names on the list in the theatre by June 3rd or let Jon Chishick know by e-
mail jon@shinfieldplayers.co.uk or call 0118 9843666. 

 

Wednesday Workshop and Social Evenings.  
Thank you to everyone who led or supported the Wednesday Workshops in May. 
 
There is one more session on Wednesday 5th June at 8pm.  
Charlotte Miller will lead the session which will be focusing on physical theatre. If you don't 
know what that is? It's a genre of theatre that focuses on storytelling mainly through 
movement rather than relying on words. 
 

Theatreoke Thursday 
 
… as an offshoot of the Wednesday Workshop experiment, our first Theatreoke Thursday is 
on June 6th at 8pm. 
First Thursdays of the month are Theatreoke Thursdays and our first session is in just one 
week’s time.  
 
Have a think about a song/duet you'd like to perform or a group number you'd like included 
and let Lara know ASAP so we can get the playlist and lyrics sorted (ldsavory@gmail.com). 
 
Friends and members are all invited to join us. You're also welcome to just come and be part 
of the audience! 
 
There will be further Thursday Theatreoke sessions on 4th July and 1st August. 
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An Invitation to Come along and see Jesus Christ Superstar 
From Laura-Anne Putterford  
Hi Everyone, 
As you may know I’m directing and choreographing Jesus Christ Superstar for Shinfield 
Players Theatre for the October 2020 production.  
I’m going to see a production of Jesus Christ Superstar at the Barbican in August this year 
and wondered if anyone wanted to join me: 
Saturday 10th August 2.15   £58 per ticket 
Let me know ASAP if you would like a ticket - Laura.anne.putterford@gmail.com 
07512866300 
 

Addams Family: A New Musical   
Read Throughs and Auditions  
4th and 5th and 10th, 11th & 12th October 2019 

 

Read Throughs are being held at the theatre on Monday 17th and Wednesday 19th June at 
7:45pm so please come along and try out any characters you might want to audition for and 
get used to the show.   
 

Auditions are on Saturday 22nd at 2:30pm and Monday 24th June at 7:45pm.  

The roles include Gomez (the father), Morticia (the mother), Wednesday (18 year old 

daughter), Pugsley (teenage son), Fester (the uncle), Grandma (the... Grandma), Lurch (the 

very tall butler), Lucas (Wednesday’s boyfriend), Mal (Lucas’s father), Alice (Lucas’s 

mother) and 6 ‘Ancestors’ (supporting chorus of dancers/singers). 

 

If you’d like to find out more about the characters and access the audition forms, music and 

other materials you can follow the facebook page 

at www.facebook.com/addamsfamilyreading/ or you can contact the Director, Simon 

Kingsnorth at simonkingsnorth@hotmail.com; 

 

Looking for Creative Support 
We are still looking for an Assistant Director, Stage Manager and Costume Designer for the 

show so if you’d like to be involved please do get in touch with Simon as soon as possible. 
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Come and See the Junior & Middle Youth Group in a Fabulous 
Play… 

The Witches 
by Roald Dahl 
29th June 2019 @ 6.30pm and 30th June 2019 @ 2.30pm 

 

 

 

 

Real witches dress in ordinary clothes and look like ordinary women. But they are not 
ordinary. They are always plotting and scheming with murderous, bloodthirsty thoughts - 
and they hate children.  
The Grand High Witch hates children most of all and plans to make every single one 
disappear. This is the story of a young boy and his Grandmother as they battle against the 
child-hating witches.  
 
If you would like to help backstage with set building please let the Youth Group know. 
 
We welcome new members to the Junior or Middle Youth Group and if you wish to join 
please email: sptjmyg@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

FARNDALE AVENUE… MACBETH WINS TWO NODA AWARDS 
National Operatic and Dramatic Association has the pleasure to announce that:  
Adam Wells is the district winner for ‘the comedy award’ for his performance in Farndale 
Avenue… Macbeth 
Farndale Avenue…Macbeth has been presented with ‘the best drama award’. 
 
Many congratulations to Adam and to everyone involved in putting on this very successful 
production. Two special awards for Shinfield Players Theatre… well done! 
 

 
NOTABLE DATES  FOR NODA 2019 
London Festival Weekend -  8 & 9 June 2019 
NODA Theatre Summer School - 27 July to 3 August 2019 - Yarnfield Park, Stone, 
Staffordshire 
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SENIOR YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
Make sure you come along to see… 

 
LEGALLY BLONDE 

11th, 12th, 13th July 2019 @ 7.30pm and Sunday, 14th July at 3.00pm 
Elle Woods has it all. She wants nothing more than to be Mrs Warner Huntington III. But 
there is one thing stopping him from proposing: She is too blond. Elle rallies all of her 
resources and gets into Harvard, determined to win him back. 

Review from the Whitley Pump for HARVEY

 

Please see attached document. 
 
 

 
Stage Crew 
 
Please come along and join us on Tuesday evenings and on Sunday mornings.   
We need your help and sometimes it is just a pair of hands to hold things! 
It would be great to see you and include you as part of the team! 



 

 

KEEPING OUR THEATRE IN TIP-TOP SHAPE  

Summer is now with us and Carol and myself are doing Wednesday afternoon sessions at 

the Theatre.  We are working to keep the building tidy and well maintained both inside and 

out.  The result is that everything from costumes, fixtures and fittings to the garden and car 

park are tidied up. 

Starting around 1:30 till 4:30, come and join us if only for an hour. There will be tea and 

cake. No tools or skill needed just enthusiasm! 

Graham (01189545771)  graham@shinfieldplayers.org.uk 

 

Dates for the Diary…Decorating Party and BBQ 
Weekends 3rd/4th August and 10th/11th August 

 

This summer come along and join the decorating parties. There will be music, BBQ on the 
Saturday evenings, and the bar will be open.  

We are spending two weekends decorating the auditorium and the foyer so that the theatre 
looks smart and fresh for our new season. 
Many hands make light work – so please come along, have fun and join in for the day or just 
for one hour. 
All are welcome…look forward to seeing you. 
 
 

Don’t forget to tweet… we love to hear your 
news, views and ideas. 
Our SPT Twitter account (@SPTReading) is active and it is successful in getting a lot of 
support for the theatre and our performances. 
If you have a show or other theatre events to promote, a request to make or anything else 
that you think would help to promote the theatre then please let Lara know any information 
or pictures you would like shared (rehearsal or other photos are particularly useful) 
- ldsavory@gmail.com. 
And if you're on Twitter please follow us and retweet our tweets!  
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Read Throughs and Auditions for… 
 

 

 
Time of My Life 

by Alan Ayckbourn 
20th, 21st, 22nd and 23rd November 2019 
 
Time of My Life is a black comedy from the pen of Alan Ayckbourn.  Laura is celebrating her 
birthday in a restaurant with her husband Gerry, her son Glyn and his wife Stephanie and 
her other son Adam and his new girlfriend, Maureen.  Glyn has just come out of an affair 
and he and Stephanie are trying to restart their marriage. As the sons depart, Stephanie tells 
Adam that Maureen loves him, while Laura indicates Maureen is an alcoholic. Laura and 
Gerry are left arguing about family, business and life in general.  The play now slips into 
three interwoven time-streams... 

Read throughs are being held at the theatre on Tuesday 13th August and Thursday 
15th August at 19:45 

Auditions are on Tuesday 20th August and Thursday 22nd August at 19:45 

Characters: 
Laura Stratton - age 59 

Gerry (Laura’s husband) – age early 60’s 

Glyn (The older son) – mid 30’s 

Adam (The younger son) – mid 20’s 

Stephanie (Glyn’s wife) – early 30’s 

Maureen (Adam's partner) – early 20’s  
Calvinu (A restauranteur), Tuto (Head waiter), Aggi (A waiter), Dinka (Another waiter), 
Bengie (Yet another waiter) 
Note: Calvinu and all the waiters are performed by the same actor. 
  
 
Please contact Simon Trinder at simon.trinder@outlook.com for further information. 
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Shinfield May Day Fete  

 
A picture of a successful morning taken on Monday 6th May at Shinfield May Day Fete 
promoting the theatre. Lots of lovely cake consumed too! 

Coming up soon … 

Season 2019/2020 shows 
The Addams Family Book by Marshall Brickman and Rick Elice; Music and Lyrics by Andrew 
Lippa based on Characters Created by Charles Addams 
4, 5 and 10, 11 & 12 October 2019.  
Director Simon Kingsnorth. 
Read Throughs on Monday 17th and Wednesday 19th June at 7:45pm  
Auditions on Saturday 22nd at 2:30pm and Monday 24th June at 7:45pm. 
 
Time of My Life by Alan Ayckbourn 
20, 21, 22 and 23 November 2019.  
Director Simon Trinder (assisted by Gordon Bird). 
 
Youth Group Review of songs and sketches 
6 and 7 December 2019. 
 
Believe in the Magic of Christmas 
8 December 2019.  
Director Martin Butler. 
 
Scrooge (Panto) 
10,11, 12 and 17,18 & 19 January 2020.   
Directed by Derek Lockwood. 
 
Murder Mystery 
Sat / Sunday in February 2020 
 
Who Goes Bare by Richard Harris 
4, 5, 6 and 7 March 2020.  
Directed by Philippe Dequenoy. 
 
Our House by Tim Firth and Music and lyrics by Madness 



 

 

24, 25 April and 1, 2 & 3 May 2020.   
Directed by Lara Savory. 
 
The Tempest by William Shakespeare 
9, 10, 11 and 12 June 2020.  
Directed by Adam Wells. 
 
JYG  
4 and 5 July 2020 
To be confirmed. 
 
SYG 
 9, 10, 11 and 12 July 2020 
To be confirmed. 
 
Jesus Christ Superstar 
Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Lyrics by Tim Rice. 
2, 3 and 8, 9 & 10 October 2020.  
Director Laura-Anne Putterford 
 
 

DEADLINE FOR JULY BT is Thursday 27th June2019. 

 Please email items to: 

editor@boardtreader.org.uk;   editor@shinfieldplayers.co.uk; 
boardtreader@shinfieldplayers.co.uk;   shinfieldboardtreader@hotmail.co.uk 

Unsubscribe: If you do not wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact one 
of the email address above and we shall remove you from the list. 

mailto:editor@boardtreader.org.uk
mailto:editor@shinfieldplayers.co.uk
mailto:boardtreader@shinfieldplayers.co.uk
mailto:shinfieldboardtreader@hotmail.co.uk

