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Shinfield Players’ Theatre’s mission is to provide a venue for 

creating and experiencing theatre in all its forms.  

We aim to continue to train and develop our membership so that 

everyone enjoys socialising, working together and participating in 

theatre. 

From the Chairman 

April has been another hectic month. We produced a very well-received murder mystery 

(not going to reveal whodunit – you should have come to see it 😊) Many thanks to Robert 
(script), Carol and Graham (director and sound) for their efforts and all of the cast. Many 
thanks also to those who provided the delightful refreshments. Rehearsals of Harvey, The 
Witches and Legally Blonde have been in full swing and there have been a series of 
Wednesday Workshops. 

Harvey by Mary Chase, with an experienced cast and directed by Maggie Smith, is a really 
entertaining and funny show for all the family. Please come along and watch, you will have a 
brilliant evening that is full of laughter. 

Please do come and help back stage or front of house and if you have not been to the 
theatre for a while then you will be most welcome. 

The summer break follows the two youth group shows. Both shows are in rehearsal and are 
very entertaining. Roald Dahl’s The Witches is a great show and the junior and middles are 
already off script. The challenging musical Legally Blonde is going really well with act one 
songs, dances and blocking completed and with act two now started. The production is on 
schedule to be a very enjoyable show. 

Celebrating mid-week, at the Wednesday workshops, has been very entertaining over the 
last few weeks. Lara has put together a series of workshops with the emphasis on fun as 
well as being educational. If you have missed the first few do not worry, there are still a few 
more to come. All are welcome – no fee just fun. No experience required just enthusiasm. 
You do not have to be member – but hopefully if you enjoy them then you will want to join! 

Gordon Bird 



WE CAN NOW REVEAL THE EXCITING SHOWS FOR NEXT SEASON AS 
LICENCES HAVE BEEN OBTAINED! 

Season 2019/2020 shows 
The Addams Family Book by Marshall Brickman and Rick Elice; Music and Lyrics by Andrew 
Lippa based on Characters Created by Charles Addams 
4, 5 and 10, 11 & 12 October 2019.  
Director Simon Kingsnorth. 
 
Time of My Life by Alan Ayckbourn 
20. 21, 22 and 23 November 2019.  
Director Simon Trinder (assisted by Gordon Bird). 
 
Youth Group Review of songs and sketches 
6 and 7 December 2019. 
 
Believe in the Magic of Christmas 
8 December 2019.  
Director Martin Butler. 
 
Scrooge (Panto) 
10,11, 12 and 17,18 & 19 January 2020.   
Directed by Derek Lockwood. 
 
Murder Mystery 
Sat / Sunday in February 2020 
 
Who Goes Bare by Richard Harris 
4, 5, 6 and 7 March 2020.  
Directed by Philippe Dequenoy. 
 
Our House by Tim Firth and Music and lyrics by Madness 
24, 25 April and 1, 2 & 3 May 2020.   
Directed by Lara Savory. 
 
The Tempest by William Shakespeare 
9, 10, 11 and 12 June 2020.  
Directed by Adam Wells. 
 
JYG  
4  and 5 July 2020 
To be confirmed. 
 
SYG 
 9, 10, 11 and 12 July 2020 
To be confirmed. 
 



… and early notice of the musical for the autumn 2020: 
Jesus Christ Superstar 
Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Lyrics by Tim Rice. 
2, 3 and 8, 9 & 10 October 2020.  
Director Laura-Anne Putterford. 

Book your tickets now to see a wonderful heart-warming comedy… 

HARVEY 
by Mary Chase 
15th, 16th, 17th and 18th May 2019 at 7.45pm 

 
Come and see this magical and charming comedy that will warm your heart. Harvey is a 
Pulitzer-prize winning play and is a lively and funny comedy.  
 
A gentle and charming man is befriended by a playful spirit that takes the form of a large 
white rabbit, Harvey.  Harvey is invisible unless he chooses to reveal himself and comedy 
mayhem ensues when more than one person sees the fun-loving rabbit. 

In this screwball comedy, there is a real message of the importance of simple kindness and 
accepting people just the way they are. 

Make sure that you don’t miss it! 

Shinfield May Day Fete - we need your help. 
Monday 6th May 
We will be taking a stall at the May-Day fete on School Green on Monday 6 May to promote 
the theatre and the exciting forthcoming programme. 
We need to erect the stall before 9.00am - so the day begins at 8.30am at the theatre and 
finishes at 3.00pm in Shinfield. So we need teams of help to set up in the morning, help 
during the day and dismantle at the afternoon.   
Please come along and chat to people and promote our lovely theatre. 
Please contact  
graham@shinfieldplayers.org.uk or charlotte@shinfieldplayers.co.uk; 

mailto:graham@shinfieldplayers.org.uk
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KEEPING OUR THEATRE IN TIP-TOP SHAPE  

8th May onwards 

Now that Spring has sprung, Carol and myself will be doing Wednesday afternoon sessions at the 

Theatre from the 8th of May.  We will be working to keep the building tidy and well maintained both 

inside and out.  The result will be that everything from costumes, fixtures and fittings to the garden 

and car park will be tidied up. 

Starting around 1:30 till 4:30, come and join us if only for an hour. There will be tea and cake. No 

tools or skill needed just enthusiasm! 

Graham (01189545771),  graham@shinfieldplayers.org.uk 

Wednesday Workshop and Social Evenings.  

 

 

We have been so pleased with the response to the April Wednesday Workshops. These have 
been attended by current adult and youth group members as well as some faces we've not 
seen for a while and a few guests. A special thank you to Martin Jakeman for coming up to 
run a session giving us a different insight into the power of props in performance. 
 
May's workshops are below. If you want to come to the lighting workshop, please can you 
let us know as soon as possible either via the Facebook group or emailing Lara 
(ldsavory@gmail.com) so we can organise logistics. 
 
1 May:        Physical theatre 
You don’t have to rely on words to express yourself 
 
8 May:        You can dance and smile at the same time 
Increase your confidence when dancing on stage 

mailto:graham@shinfieldplayers.org.uk
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15 May:    No session - come along and watch the fabulous Harvey!! 
 
22 May:    Introduction to lighting 
Find out about how to run the board and rig lights 
 
29 May:    Scene readings 
A chance to have a hands on introduction to some plays 
We're also pleased to share that due to the success of last week's Theatreoke session, we 
will be running Theatreoke Thursdays over the summer! These will take place on the 1st 
Thursday of each month (June 6th, July 4th and August 1st). If you'd like to sing, or have an 
idea for a singalong number then let us know your songs choice on the Facebook group or 
by emailing Lara. 
 

 

Quiz Night – 8th June at 7.30 pm 

A great night out!  Get to the theatre early for a prompt start at 7.30 pm. 

£6.00 per head and includes a cold buffet supper. 

Teams of around six - please put your names on the list in the theatre by June 2nd or let Jon 
Chishick know by e-mail jon@shinfieldplayers.co.uk or call 0118 9843666. 

 

 

Don’t forget to tweet… we love to hear your 
news, views and ideas. 
 Our SPT Twitter account (@SPTReading) is active and it was successful in getting a lot of 
support for the theatre and our performances. 
 
If you have a show or other theatre event to promote, a request to make or anything else 
that you think would help to promote the theatre then please let Lara know any information 
or pictures you would like shared (rehearsal or other photos are particularly useful) 
- ldsavory@gmail.com. 
And if you're on Twitter please follow us and retweet our tweets!  

mailto:ldsavory@gmail.com


 
Stage Crew 
Please come along and join us on Tuesday evenings and on Sunday mornings.   
We are now working hard on the set for Harvey and would welcome your help. It would be 
great to see you and include you as part of the team! 
 

Your Deepest and Secret Ambitions Fulfilled? 

Wednesday, 3rd July, 6.30pm at Shinfield View 
 
If you would like to learn that Shakespeare sonnet or perhaps the poem that makes your 
heart leap that you always meant to learn for an audition.  May be there is a speech that 
you always wanted to make from the part that you covet… then you can perform it at the 
Shinfield View as part of the 950th Anniversary Celebration of St Mary's Church, Shinfield.   
 
Shinfield Players were involved in the celebrations of the church’s 900thanniversary and as 
part of local Shinfield community, we would like to add something to the entertainment and 
festivities.  This is your chance to be involved and fulfil a long-awaited ambition. 
Contact Maggie Smith on maggie@shinfieldplayers.co.uk; 
 

Decorating Party and BBQ Weekends 3rd/4th August 
and 10th/11th August 

 

This summer come along and join the decorating parties. There will be music, BBQ on the 
Saturday evenings, and the bar will be open.  

We are spending two weekends decorating the auditorium and the foyer so that the theatre 
looks smart and fresh for our new season. 
 Many hands make light work – so come along, have fun and join in for the day or just for 
one hour. 
All are welcome…look forward to seeing you. 

mailto:maggie@shinfieldplayers.co.uk


 
Junior & Middle Youth Group News 

The Witches 
by Roald Dahl 
29th June 2019 @ 6.30pm and 30th June 2019 @ 2.30pm 

 

 

 

The Witches tells the story of a young boy and his Grandmother as they battle against the 
child-hating witches.  
Rehearsals are well on their way and all of the cast are working hard to make this the best 
show yet. 
 
If you would like to help backstage with set building please let the Youth Group know. 
We welcome new members to the Junior or Middle Youth Group and if you wish to join 
please email: sptjmyg@hotmail.co.uk 
 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP NEWS  

 
 
LEGALLY BLONDE 

11, 12, 13 July 2019 @ 7.30pm and Sunday, 14 July at 3.00pm 
Elle Woods has it all. She wants nothing more than to be Mrs Warner Huntington III. But 
there is one thing stopping him from proposing: She is too blond. Elle rallies all of her 
resources and gets into Harvard, determined to win him back. 



Casting soon… 

Addams Family: A New Musical  

4, 5 and 10, 11 & 12 October 2019.  

Hi.  My name’s Simon Kingsnorth, I am new to Shinfield so I don’t know many of you but 
hope to get to know you over the coming months.  I will be Directing The Addams Family – A 
New Musical that will be our October show and am now starting to look for cast and 
crew.  The show is of course a musical stage production of the old films and tv show which 
were hugely popular about a strange gothic family with all the crazy things happening to 
them and their guests.   

We are going to have a lot of fun with this and I’m looking for cast and crew to come and 
join us.   

The audition notice will be coming out soon but the roles include Gomez (the father), 
Morticia (the mother), Wednesday (18 year old daughter), Pugsley (teenage son), Fester 
(the uncle), Grandma (the... Grandma), Lurch (the very tall butler), Lucas (Wednesday’s 
boyfriend), Mal (Lucas’s father), Alice (Lucas’s mother) and 6 ‘Ancestors’ (supporting chorus 
of dancers/singers). 

I’m also looking for some key crew roles including an Assistant Director, Sound Operator, 
Lighting Designer/Operator and Stage Manager.   

We will be casting in mid-June and if you’d like to get involved in any way please reach out 
to me through the committee c@shinfieldplayers.co.uk;  and I will be happy to chat. 

I’m very excited about this musical and I know it’s going to be great so I hope you will be 
too.  I hope to meet you soon. 

 Simon 

 

DEADLINE FOR JUNE BT is 29th May  2019. 

 Please email items to: 

editor@boardtreader.org.uk;   editor@shinfieldplayers.co.uk; 
boardtreader@shinfieldplayers.co.uk;   shinfieldboardtreader@hotmail.co.uk 

Unsubscribe: If you do not wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact one 
of the email address above and we shall remove you from the list. 
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