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Shinfield Players’ Theatre’s mission is to provide a venue for 

creating and experiencing theatre in all its forms.  

We aim to continue to train and develop our membership so that 

everyone enjoys socialising, working together and participating in 

theatre. 

From the Chairman 

Another busy month concludes with the junior and middle groups performing Roald Dahl's 
The Witches. Congratulations to Charlotte, Lara and Susie for their efforts in building the 
confidence and stage craft of these youngsters. At the beginning of the month we had an 
enjoyable quiz evening and our thanks to the quiz masters Jon and Annette and the lovely 
spread of food by Carol and Graham. 

I was very pleased to be involved in the auditions for The Addams Family and welcome 
many new faces to the theatre. I hope they enjoy their experience and look forward to 
working with you all in future productions. 

Don't forget we have the senior youth group show, Legally Blonde being performed 11th to 
14th July and Theatreoke on Thursday 1st August.  

Gordon Bird 

FARNDALE AVENUE… MACBETH  

 
 
Many congratulations to Adam Wells who was not only awarded the district winner for the 
Harvey Kesselman Comedy Award for his performance in Farndale Avenue… Macbeth but 
also awarded the regional trophy for comedy performance for London and West Berkshire. 
Brilliant news! 



 

 

Book your tickets now for the last show of the 
season! 

 
LEGALLY BLONDE 

11th, 12th, 13th July 2019 @ 7.30pm and Sunday, 14th July at 3.00pm 

The last show of the season is being performed by the talented multi-award winning senior 
youth group. 

The show is based on the 2001 film featuring Reece Witherspoon about a sorority girl 
following her heart to study law at Harvard.  

Tickets are available now on line so please come along and support. 

A Call for Help for Front of House for Legally Blonde 

Please come along and help FOH if you can - contact Sue on philandsuegowen@gmail.com; 

Review from NODA for HARVEY 

 

Please see attached Word document. 
 

NOTABLE DATES FOR NODA 2019 
NODA Theatre Summer School - 27 July to 3 August 2019 - Yarnfield Park, Stone, 
Staffordshire 
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Enjoy a good night out at Theatreoke Thursday 
 

 
1st August at 8pm 
(Please note the session on 4th July has unfortunately had to be cancelled.) 
 
June's Theatreoke was a fun evening. Thanks to those who attended. 
 
Just in case you've missed all previous communication on the subject, Theatreoke is an informal 
opportunity to perform a song from a show. It's open to members and friends and you are welcome to 
sing on your own, with others, join in an ensemble number or just be part of the audience. 
 
Let Lara know what you want to perform beforehand (ldsavory@gmail.com) or there's a list in the 
foyer to sign up. If you can't decide then just turn up anyway and maybe someone else's number will 

inspire you. You're also welcome to just come and be part of the audience! 
 
 

Join the Decorating Party and BBQ Weekends 

 3rd/4th August and 10th/11th August 

 

This summer come along and join the decorating parties. There will be music, BBQ on the 
Saturday evenings, and the bar will be open.  

We are spending two weekends decorating the auditorium and the foyer so that the theatre 
looks smart and fresh for our new season. 
Many hands make light work – so please come along, have fun and join in for the day or just 
for one hour. 
All are welcome… and we look forward to seeing you. 
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Addams Family: A New Musical Cast Announcement  
 
4th and 5th and 10th, 11th & 12th October 2019 

 

 

This was probably the toughest casting I’ve ever had to do with so many incredible people 
turning up so I honestly can’t say how spoiled and lucky we’ve been! 
 
Gomez  Addams- Matt Adamson 
Morticia Addams - Mel Wickens 
Wednesday Addams - Kim Leyendeckers & Susie Williamson 
Fester Addams - Tom Naylor 
Grandma Addams - Clare Kendall 
Pugsley Addams - Jonathan Gowen 
Lurch - Simon Trinder 
Lucas Beineke - Mark Read 
Mal Beineke - Pete Ashton 
Alice Beineke - Marion Hancock 
Moon/Monster  - Camilla Fillingham 
Ancestors - Jess Wilkins, Gabby Dopson, Lauren Boys, Karen Todd, Hermione Hedges 
Robinson, Gloria Arins, Liz Richardson, Kim Coulson, Troy Johnson 
 
Simon 

 

 
Stage Crew 
Please come along and join us on Tuesday evenings and on Sunday mornings.   
We need your help and sometimes it is just a pair of hands to hold things! 
We would love to see you and include you as part of this wonderful team! 

 



 

 

Read Throughs and Auditions for… 
 

 

 
Time of My Life 

by Alan Ayckbourn 
20th, 21st, 22nd and 23rd November 2019 
 
Time of My Life is a black comedy from the pen of Alan Ayckbourn.  Laura is celebrating her 
birthday in a restaurant with her husband Gerry, her son Glyn and his wife Stephanie and 
her other son Adam and his new girlfriend, Maureen.  Glyn has just come out of an affair 
and he and Stephanie are trying to restart their marriage. As the sons depart, Stephanie tells 
Adam that Maureen loves him, while Laura indicates Maureen is an alcoholic. Laura and 
Gerry are left arguing about family, business and life in general.  The play now slips into 
three interwoven time-streams... 

Read throughs are being held at the theatre on Tuesday 13th August and Thursday 
15th August at 19:45 

Auditions are on Tuesday 20th August and Thursday 22nd August at 19:45 

Characters: 
Laura Stratton - age 59 

Gerry (Laura’s husband) – age early 60’s 

Glyn (The older son) – mid 30’s 

Adam (The younger son) – mid 20’s 

Stephanie (Glyn’s wife) – early 30’s 

Maureen (Adam's partner) – early 20’s  
Calvinu (A restauranteur), Tuto (Head waiter), Aggi (A waiter), Dinka (Another waiter), 
Bengie (Yet another waiter) 
Note: Calvinu and all the waiters are performed by the same actor. 
 

 
Please contact Simon Trinder at simon.trinder@outlook.com for further information. 
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Card from Debbie Wheeler 

 
Dear Everyone, 

Finally I am on top of the massive amount of paperwork I have had to tackle and so find the 

time to write and thank each and every one of you who phoned or messaged me on hearing of 

Martin’s passing. It was a great comfort to me and my children to hear from so many people. 

As well as all the messages and cards, we were overwhelmed at how many of you attended 

the funeral and wake especially as you had to come to Basingstoke. 

I am gradually returning to the theatre and have been sorting out hats and props with Carol 

on a Wednesday afternoon. Although looking at both areas you would not think we had done 

anything! 

Thank you once again 

Debbie Wheeler  

xx 

 

Wednesday Afternoons at the Theatre 

Summer is now with us and Carol, Graham and helpers are working hard at the Wednesday 

afternoon sessions at the Theatre.  They are working to keep the building tidy and well 

maintained both inside and out.  The result is that everything from costumes, fixtures and 

fittings to the garden and car park are being tidied up. 

Starting around 1:30 till 4:30, come and join in -  if only for an hour. There will be tea and 

cake. No tools or skill needed just enthusiasm! 

Graham (01189545771)   graham@shinfieldplayers.org.uk 

 
 
 

Don’t forget to tweet… we love to hear your 
news, views and ideas. 
Our SPT Twitter account (@SPTReading) is active and it is successful in getting a lot of 
support for the theatre and our performances. 
If you have a show or other theatre events to promote, a request to make or anything else 
that you think would help to promote the theatre then please let Lara know any information 
or pictures you would like shared (rehearsal or other photos are particularly useful) 
- ldsavory@gmail.com. 
And if you're on Twitter please follow us and retweet our tweets!  
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We are now welcoming new members to join the 
Junior or Middle Youth Group 

 
 
We are welcoming new members to the Junior or Middle Youth Group. If you know of 
aspiring young theatricals or children who would like to join in please email: 
sptjmyg@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
 

DEADLINE FOR AUGUST BT is Tuesday 30th July 2019. 

 Please email items to: 

editor@boardtreader.org.uk;   editor@shinfieldplayers.co.uk; 
boardtreader@shinfieldplayers.co.uk;   shinfieldboardtreader@hotmail.co.uk 

Unsubscribe: If you do not wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact one 
of the email address above and we shall remove you from the list. 
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