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Shinfield Players’ Theatre’s mission is to provide a venue for creating and 

experiencing theatre in all its forms. 

We aim to continue to train and develop our membership so that everyone 

enjoys socialising, working together and participating in theatre. 

From the Chairman 

What a busy few weeks! Pantomime may be finished but rehearsals are in progress for our 
next show, Who Goes Bare?  We are also in the middle of auditions for The Tempest and the 
musical Our House. If that is not enough, then we are preparing for the next two evenings of 
entertainment - our popular Murder Mystery evenings and Theatreoke. Add to that, the 
final rehearsals for the Prague piece, entitled "Speak Out", which are in progress. You are all 
invited to see the final rehearsal on Sunday 2nd February at 7pm. 
 
The youth group are also busy - the juniors and middles have just cast The Lottie Project 
whilst the seniors have started read-throughs for their two plays, Blood Brothers and Girls 
Like That. 
 
A quick note about the Pantomime - well done to everyone involved - backstage and on 
stage. The back drops were amazing so a huge thanks to our talented scene artists. We also 
received some wonderful feedback from the audiences and NODA on a well-directed and 
entertaining show. 
 
Remember, this is your theatre, so if you have any shows you would like to direct, like to 
perform or offer help around the theatre by set building or doing one of the many odd jobs 
around then we would love to hear from you! 
 
I hope to see you at the theatre during February. 
 
 
Gordon 

Gordon Bird  

 
 



It’s a great night out … book your tickets for the 

Murder Mystery - Pat-a-cake Pat-a-cake 
Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th February 

 

Read through and parts allocated Thursday 6th February.  Cast 
required is 8 actors.  

The bakery is short of DOUGH, can you RISE to the occasion 
and PROVE who DOUGHNUT? There is a problem making ends 
MEAT in the sausage roll section, can the baker FILL the gap? 
Find out in our Radio Broadcast format Murder Mystery.  
Tickets are £14 Adult, £13 Concessions and £7 children - Price 
includes basket meal and pudding. 
 

Please let Carol Vockins know if you want to join the cast and if you want tickets on  
01189 545771 
 

February Theatreoke 
Saturday 15th February at 7.30pm 
 

 
 
It's Theatreoke time again! 
SPT's take on a musicals-themed, performance-focused karaoke (and general excuse for a 
cheap night out!) returns on Saturday 15th February from 7.30pm. 
We will be holding this in the foyer again as the format worked really well. 
 
Lara is always keen to have suggestions for songs that everyone can sing together as well as 
requests for numbers that you would like to perform on your own or with others. Anything 
with an association with musicals is welcomed. 
 

This is a relaxed, light-hearted evening. There is no charge to attend and guests are 
welcome. 

Please contact Lara (ldsavory@gmail.com) or look out for more information on the SPT 
Facebook page. 

 

mailto:ldsavory@gmail.com


 

Get your tickets for this super run-around farce 

Who Goes Bare ?  
by Richard Harris and Leslie Darbon  
 4th to 7th March 
 

  
 

Loads of fun in rehearsals and performances are going to be a riot of laughter for 
everyone… don’t miss it! 
 
Running a Health and Strength Home in a large and somewhat decaying country mansion 
can be a hazardous undertaking at any time, as Eddie Manchip knows.  
 
When one is further beset by a sinister crook to whom one has signed away the deeds of 
the house in payment of a gambling debt; a complete desertion of the staff except for one 
half-witted and generally hysterically excited maid; an erring, pompous brother; his 
suspicious wife; a tennis-player in the nude; a quick-change artist who appears as someone 
different every ten minutes or so; the tennis player's kilted Scottish husband; and a hearty 
countrywoman grabbing second-hand clothing--then the result can be, in a word ... chaos!! 

 
 
NODA report for Scrooge the Pantomime  
See attached report 
 



 
More Wonderful Artwork for the Panto! 
 

 
 
No prizes for guessing who this is…! 
 
The Greatest Showman 
SING-ALONG 
Saturday 14th March at 7.00pm 

 
Tickets £7 and £3.50 



 
24th, 25th, 30th April and 1st, 2nd May 
 
After an incredibly high standard of auditions, we are very pleased to announce the 
principal roles for our production of Our House. 
 
Dad – Matt Chishick 
Kath – Katie Cox 
Joe Casey – Jack Frewin 
Emmo – Matt Oxley 
Lewis – Jonny Gowen 
Angie – Amy Lockwood 
Billie – Sarah Miall 
Sarah – Susie Williamson 
Reecey – Mark Read 
Mr Pressman – Joe Morbey 
 
There are around 40 cameo roles that we will be casting an announcing from the other 
talented auditionees - this is definitely a show where the chorus are anything but ‘extra’. A 
full list of all roles will be published in next month's Board Treader. 
 
Thank you again to everyone who auditioned or showed interest in the production. 
 
We are hopeful this will be the second sell-out musical of the season so get your tickets 
booked now to avoid disappointment nearer the time! 
 

 
 



Behind the Scenes… Costumes 
 
This is an exceptionally busy time of year for the Costume department before and after the 
Panto! So our unsung heroes wish to make a plea to everyone to make their lives a little 
easier for each and every production in which you are involved. 
 
Please do not take any costumes without consulting Carol Vockins and if you can wash or 
clean your costume after your show then please do so and return directly to Carol.  
Please do not leave costume in a corner or random place hoping it will be picked up.   
 
 

Hiring costumes 
 
SPT does not in general like to hire out costumes to individuals but if you are lucky enough 
to secure a costume then the cost is £5.00 per item hired. Costumes should be returned in 
good clean condition to Carol Vockins.  
 

 
THE TEMPEST  
By William Shakespeare 
10th,11th, 12th and 13th June 
 

 
 
 
We had really good auditions for The Tempest and thank you to all that came along. 
The cast will be announced in the next week and posted in the March Board Treader. 
 
 
 



Wednesday Afternoons at the Theatre 
We can’t tell you how much difference it makes if people come along on Wednesday 
afternoons to help Carol and Graham and their happy crew who keep our theatre spick and 
span. There’s tea and cake and good conversation. All are welcome and there’s always lots 
to do! Starting around 1:30 till 4:30, we need your help - if only for an hour. No tools or skill 
needed just enthusiasm! So please come along if you can. 
Graham (01189545771)   graham@shinfieldplayers.org.uk  
 

DEAN FRIEDMAN 
16th May 2020 
Dean Friedman returns to Reading to perform at Shinfield Players Theatre 

"Every Song a Classic!" - London Theatre Guide 

"Songsmith extraordinaire!” – MusicWeek 

“Dean Friedman's songs are the soundtrack of our lives" – The New York Times               

FORTHCOMING SEASONS 

 
 
 
Don’t forget to give your ideas for plays and musicals for our next seasons!   
Whether you wish to direct or act in them – we want to know your favourite plays and your 
wish lists. 
If you wish to create the one-evening Christmas show to raise funds for our charity of the 
year, then please do come forward and let us know by the end of March 2020. 
 
We are looking to complete our 2020/2021 season and beyond. Proposals need to be with 
us before 6th April 2020  
Please contact anyone on the committee to discuss your ideas or proposal. We would be 
delighted to hear from you. 
Alternatively, email us on c@shinfieldplayers.co.uk or Adam Wells on 
adam@shinfieldplayers.co.uk; 
Thank you. 
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Prague News 
Come and support us at the final rehearsal on Sunday 2nd February at 7pm. 

This year the Prague piece is entitled ‘Speak Out’ and you are all invited to see the final 
rehearsal on Sunday 2nd February at 7pm free of charge. 
 

Junior and Middle Youth Group Show 
The Lottie Project 
 by Jacqueline Wilson 
 
Sat 4th & Sun 5th July 2020 at 7.30pm 
 

Senior Youth Group Shows 
Blood Brothers, The Play 
 by Willy Russell  
and 

Girls Like That  
by Evan Placey  
 
Fri 10th & 11th July 2020 at 7.30pm 
 

DEADLINE FOR MARCH 2020 BT is 26th FEBRUARY 2020 

Please email items to:editor@boardtreader.org.uk;   editor@shinfieldplayers.co.uk; 

boardtreader@shinfieldplayers.co.uk;   shinfieldboardtreader@hotmail.co.uk 

Unsubscribe: If you do not wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact one 
of the email address above and we shall remove you from the list. 
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