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Shinfield Players’ Theatre’s mission is to provide a venue for creating and 

experiencing theatre in all its forms. 

We aim to continue to train and develop our membership so that everyone 

enjoys socialising, working together and participating in theatre. 

From the Chairman 

Happy New Year to all members, patrons and readers! 

We are now busy preparing for our seasonal pantomime with lines being learnt, costumes 
and props being sourced and a lot of scene painting going on. If you have some spare time 
over the next few weeks then your help would be appreciated. 

No sooner than the curtain closes on the pantomime we are full steam ahead on other 
productions. Rehearsals are already in progress for Who Goes Bare and the youth group's 
Prague piece. Then there is the Murder Mystery evenings on the 8th and 9th February. Not 
forgetting that Our House read-throughs, sing-throughs and auditions start. Hopefully there 
is something there for everyone and look forward to seeing you at one or all of these 
events. 

Gordon 

Gordon Bird  

 



It’s nearly here… oh yes it is! 
Get your tickets now for  

Scrooge the Pantomime  
10th,11th, 12th and 17th,18th 19th January 2020 
Fridays: 7.30pm, Saturdays: 2pm and 6pm and Sundays: 2pm  

 

We are all looking forward to enjoying this spectacular Panto. 
Charles Dickens’ famous story A Christmas Carol is brilliantly converted into a classic 
Pantomime with all the usual pantomime characters and antics.  
Come and celebrate the New Year with a really good night out! 
 

Call out for Front of House… 
Please come along and help with Front of House during this busy season. 
We are short on numbers at the moment and would really appreciate your help for the 
Panto.  Look forward to hearing from you. 
Please contact sue@shinfieldplayers.co.uk 
 
A rare appeal for help with construction from Mushy, our theatre cat.  

‘Panto Needs your Help… or Else!’ 

 



Read-throughs and Auditions for 

 
 
24th, 25th, 30th April and 1st, 2nd May 
 
Our House auditions 
Our House auditions are only a few weeks away! Last month we gave you some information 
about the ‘kids’ and in this edition we’re focusing on the ‘adults’. 

Kath - Joe's mum. Supporting role with a little character singing. A big-hearted woman with 
great love for her family. Her life hasn’t been easy, but she’s not willing to give up - and 
won’t shy away from a fight for what she believes in. Kath has Irish roots so at least an Irish 
lilt to her voice would be desirable 

Joe’s Dad - a narrator/commentator role with some lead singing. A man who was full of 
spirit but took the wrong path in life. He is desperate for his son not to repeat his mistakes. 
Joe’s Dad died when Joe was young so is not visible to the characters he appears to be 
interacting with. 

Mr Pressman – a supporting role with minimal singing. A London lad who has gone on to 
become a successful businessman and property developer. Pressman is intent on getting his 
way via charm or otherwise. 

There are also a whole host of supporting characters – depending on the size of cast, those 
not cast in a principal role are likely to be playing multiple parts. 

Key dates: 

Read-through 13th January 7.45 for an 8pm start 

Read-through 15th January 7.45 for an 8pm start 

Audition prep 20th January 7.45 for an 8pm start 

Auditions 22nd January 8pm 

Auditions 26th January 2pm 

There is no need to attend both auditions. Further information about audition format will be 
provided at the read-through and audition prep evenings. 

If you have questions or require further information please contact Lara 
(ldsavory@gmail.com) 

mailto:ldsavory@gmail.com


Calling all performers: 
Shinfield Players Theatre’s performance of The Tempest needs you! 
 

Make sure you do not miss the read-throughs and auditions for  

THE TEMPEST  
By William Shakespeare 
 

 
 

Read-throughs: 
Tuesday 21st January, 19:45 (Green Room at the theatre) 
Wednesday 22nd January, 19:45 (Green Room at the theatre) 
 

Auditions: 
Friday 24th January, 19:45 (Foyer or auditorium of theatre) 
Saturday 25th January, 19:45 (Foyer of theatre) 
 
We’ve condensed the characters of Shakespeare’s magical farewell to the stage into 12 
roles, meaning that every part has plenty for performers to get their teeth into.  
What’s more, our interpretation is open to gender-blind casting for almost every role. And 
with plenty of characters both young and young-at-heart we’ve parts for every age too. 
So you’ve no excuse for not turning up! 
 
Here are the fabulous characters you’ll be trying out for: 
 
PROSPERO (male or female) – The cast-out Duke of Milan, now a sorcerer on an enchanted 
desert island. One of Shakespeare’s most complex characters. Has a bit of a God complex, 
plenty of latent insecurity, can be petty, vindictive and cruel. 
 
ARIEL (male or female) – Prospero’s spirit servant, responsible for carrying out Prospero’s 
command and driving much of the plot. Hugely powerful – can be vengeful harpy or light 
airy spirit, depending on Prospero’s orders. Above all wants to be freed. 



 
MIRANDA (female) – Prospero’s daughter. Can barely remember life off the island. Has no 
real clear memories of other humans. Clearly yearns for her world to expand. Falls in love 
with Prince Ferdinand.  
 
CALIBAN (male) – Prospero’s slave, often described as “monstrous”. The son of a witch, but 
was raised by Prospero until he tried to rape Miranda. Is now constantly abused, tortured 
and tormented by Prospero. Terrified of his master, but desperate to overthrow him. 
 
FERDINAND (male) – The son of the King of Naples. Believes his father to have died in the 
storm. Falls in love with Miranda instantly, but is tested by Prospero. Privileged, not used to 
hard work. 
 
ALONSO (male or female) – The King of Naples. Formerly an opponent of Prospero. Believes 
Ferdinand was killed in the storm. Filled with regret and pestered by well-meaning but 
irritating Gonzalo. N.B. This performer will also play THE SHIP’S MASTER in Act 1, Scene 1. 
 
GONZALO (male or female) – Probably the “nicest” character in the play. The only person to 
help Prospero when he was evicted as Duke, and a close advisor to Alonso. Tendency to talk 
too much, and generally to say the wrong thing. 
 
ANTONIO (male or female) – Prospero’s brother, responsible for usurping Prospero and 
taking over Milan. An unrepentant villain, very cynical and controlled. Is now egging on 
Sebastian to murder his brother, Alonso, and claim the throne of Naples. 
 
SEBASTIAN (male or female) – Alonso’s brother. Another nasty piece of work. Friends with 
Antonio, though is not as strong or manipulative. Nonetheless is happy to be talked into a 
plot to murder his brother.  
 
TRINCULO (male or female) – One half of the play’s hilarious double act. Cynical, put-upon, 
weary from the storm and suspicious of Caliban. Joins Stephano and Caliban in a badly-
managed attempt to overthrow Prospero and take over the island. 
 
STEPHANO (male) – The King’s drunken butler. Finding himself washed ashore with a barrel 
of strong wine, he gets Caliban (and himself) drunk and launches an attempt to overthrow 
Prospero, marry Miranda and become King. Loads of comedy and slapstick. 
 
BOATSWAIN (male or female) – A small, but perfectly formed role. Is the main role of the 
first scene, steering the boat, cursing the passengers and chivvying the crew. Responsible 
for kicking the play off on the right foot. Massive energy needed! 
 
If you have any questions, or are keen to audition but can’t make those dates, email 
Ad_Wells@live.co.uk. 
See you there!  

 

mailto:Ad_Wells@live.co.uk


A BIG Thank you to the Co-op who have donated 
£5,638.17 to SPT! 

  
A big thank you from everyone at Shinfleld Players Theatre and the wider community for the 
fantastic support from the recent Co-op Charity funding.  SPT was successfully allocated 
support fr om March to October 2019 in stores in Whitley Wood, Shinfield, Three Tuns and 
Earley Funeral Co-op. If you have a Co-op loyalty card, then a certain % and plastic bag sales 
go to one of three chosen charities in those stores. 
 
We were lucky in 2019 as our application for funding to carry out some works in our 
auditorium was accepted. Some of you may remember that we were successful in 2018 and 
that money all was used in the summer for the refurbishments in the foyer. 
 
The good news for us this time is that the amount raised was £5638.17! 
  
Maggie Smith and Martin Butler attended a Co-op payment event in Reading on Saturday 
23rd November, where we were one of the 18 charities across Reading to receive payments. 
 
Work will start on the auditorium in the next closed season July - September 2020. 
This is a brilliant scheme and the Co-op really supports local communities so we would 
recommend you to get yourself a Co-op loyalty card and start saving. 
 
Thanks Maggie and Martin  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Murder Mystery - Pat-a-cake Pat-a-cake 
Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th February 

 

Read through and parts allocated Thursday 6th February.  Cast required is 8 actors.  
The bakery is short of DOUGH, can you RISE to the occasion and PROVE who DOUGHNUT? 
There is a problem making ends MEAT in the sausage roll section, can the baker FILL the 
gap? Find out in our Radio Broadcast format Murder Mystery.  
 
Tickets are £14 Adult, £13 Concessions and £7 children - Price includes basket meal and 
pudding. 
Please let Carol Vockins know if you want to join the cast 01189 545771 
 

February Theatreoke 
Saturday 15th February at 7.30pm 
 

 
 
Our take on a musicals-themed, performance-focused karaoke will be back next month.  

Lara is always keen to have suggestions for songs that everyone can sing together as well as 
requests for numbers that you would like to perform on your own or with others. Anything 
with an association with musicals is welcomed. 

This is a relaxed, light-hearted evening. There is no charge to attend and guests are 
welcome. Please contact Lara (ldsavory@gmail.com) or look out for more information on 
the SPT Facebook page. 

mailto:ldsavory@gmail.com


Announcing the final cast for the super run-around farce 

Who Goes Bare ?  
by Richard Harris and Leslie Darbon  
 4th to 7th March 

  
 

Final cast announcement: 
 
Eddie Manchip – Adam Wells 
Brian Manchip – Matt Lugg 
Minnie - Eddie's maid – Maggie Smith 
Nancy - Brian's client – Caroline White 
Joan - Brian's wife – Sandra Miall 
Mr Butcher - Mobster – Brian Nixey 
Police Officer – Lorraine WIllis 
Mrs Court-Bending – Jessica Gardner 
Angus McSmith - Nancy's husband – James Lawbuary 
Maxie Maudling – Phillipe Duquenoy  
 
Running a Health and Strength Home in a large and somewhat decaying country mansion 
can be a hazardous undertaking at any time, as Eddie Manchip knows.  
 
When one is further beset by a sinister crook to whom one has signed away the deeds of 
the house in payment of a gambling debt; a complete desertion of the staff except for one 
half-witted and generally hysterically excited maid; an erring, pompous brother; his 
suspicious wife; a tennis-player in the nude; a quick-change artist who appears as someone 
different every ten minutes or so; the tennis player's kilted Scottish husband; and a hearty 
countrywoman grabbing second-hand clothing--then the result can be, in a word ... chaos!! 

 
 



The Greatest Showman 
SING-ALONG 
Saturday 14th March at 7.00pm 
 

 
 
Tickets £7 and £3.50 
 

Wednesday Afternoons at the Theatre 
Carol and Graham and a happy crew meet on Wednesday afternoons to keep our theatre 
spick and span. There’s tea and cake and good conversation. All are welcome and there’s 
always lots to do! Starting around 1:30 till 4:30, we need your help - if only for an hour. No 
tools or skill needed just enthusiasm! 
Graham (01189545771)   graham@shinfieldplayers.org.uk  

 
DEAN FRIEDMAN 
16th May 2020 
Dean Friedman returns to Reading to perform at Shinfield Players Theatre 

"Every Song a Classic!" - London Theatre Guide 

"Songsmith extraordinaire!” – MusicWeek 

“Dean Friedman's songs are the soundtrack of our lives" – The New York Times               

mailto:graham@shinfieldplayers.org.uk


FORTHCOMING SEASONS 

 
Please continue to suggest ideas for our next productions? 
Be it a play, musical or panto, we welcome suggestions and ideas for forthcoming seasons.  
Please let us know. 
 
If you would like to direct here at SPT then we welcome your proposal.  We are now looking 
to complete our 2020/2021 season and beyond. Proposals need to be with us before 6th 
April 2020  
Please contact anyone on the committee to discuss your ideas or proposal. We would be 
delighted to hear from you. 
Alternatively, email us on c@shinfieldplayers.co.uk or Adam Wells on 
adam@shinfieldplayers.co.uk; 
Thank you. 

  

DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY 2020 BT is 25th JANUARY 2020 

Please email items to:editor@boardtreader.org.uk;   editor@shinfieldplayers.co.uk; 

boardtreader@shinfieldplayers.co.uk;   shinfieldboardtreader@hotmail.co.uk 

Unsubscribe: If you do not wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact one 
of the email address above and we shall remove you from the list. 
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