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From the Chairman 

Another month and another lockdown but I am proud that the theatre is finding ways to 
keep active during this uncertain period. 

Lara has organised several theatreokes - an enjoyable evening of relaxed singing in a friendly 
environment and we have several ‘festivokes’ arranged for this month. So do come along 
and enjoy them. 

Carol has written another excellent murder mystery that was streamed live on Saturday 
28th and Sunday 29th November raising more funds for our Charity of the Year, Blood Bikes. 

And if that was not enough, Matthew Chishick has managed to cast the March play "No 
Naughty Bits" and rehearsals (socially distanced on Zoom) have commenced. 

Thank you to everyone that is keeping theatre going! 
Stay safe, keep well and see you soon and a Happy Christmas to all! 
 
Gordon 

Gordon Bird  



On-line Festiveoke  
New for December - Carols and Christmas Songs Theatreoke Style! 

 
 

We will be giving the online Theatreoke experience a seasonal makeover with some 
Festiveokes in December. 
 
On Wednesday 2nd, Tuesday 15th and Christmas Eve, come and join us on Zoom for some 
seasonal singing - perform a solo number, join in with some group singing or just sit, enjoy 
and listen. We might struggle with carols in harmony with the online time-lag, but we may 
well give that a go too depending on who turns up! 
 
Start time is 8.30pm and if you need further details then they will be on the SPT Facebook 
group or you can email Lara, lara@shinfieldplayers.co.uk; 
 

Christmas Wishes Mistletoe Kisses  
We are sorry to announce that due to a number of different circumstances the Christmas 
show for this year has been cancelled. However the idea of doing something outdoors in our 
gardens is something that may fit well in the summer when hopefully things have improved 
including beautiful summer weather.   
 
We hope the Christmas show will be back for 2021 and we send many thanks to those that 
had offered to perform this year.  
Normally the Christmas show contributes to the charity funds for the SPT Charity of the 
Year. To make up for this, we are donating the profits from the recent Murder Mystery 
virtual shows to the charity instead in this particularly difficult year.  The Charity of the Year 
continues to be Blood Bikes - Berkshire. https://www.bloodbikes.org.uk/; and will remain in 
place until the end of our 2021 - 2022 season. 
 
Keep safe during the Christmas period. 
Thanks, Martin Butler 
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Youth Group Reviews Notice 
The junior and middle groups review and the senior youth group review are postponed 
until the New Year when hopefully the groups can meet in person.  

 
Announcing the cast for  

No Naughty Bits 
3rd to 6th March 2021 

 

After 2 read throughs and many auditions over Zoom we now have a cast!  Thank you to all 
who attended and auditioned. 

The Cast: 
The Pythons: 

Michael Palin – Adam Wells 
Terry Gilliam – Neil Padgen 
Nancy – Debora Rochefort  

 
The Network: 

Myers – Gordon Bird 
Franklin – Caroline White 

 
The Law: 

Osterberg – Mikhail Franklin 
Fried – Robin Slone 
Lasker – Michael Hustable 

 
Planned show dates are 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th March 2021 – assuming the Covid situation 
allows for live performances at that time – updates to follow. 
 
For now, rehearsals are underway via Zoom. 



Family Fortunes  - a Murder Mystery 
28th and 29th November 2020 
 
Many thanks go to Martin Butler and Carol Vockins, (who wrote Family Fortunes) for the 
latest Zoom Murder Mystery. All went smoothly and some tricky questions were answered 
by the cast… and some tricky questions answered by the audience members for the tie-
breaker too. 
 
We received many complimentary comments from our audiences and we provided a 
relaxed and enjoyable evening’s entertainment for the weekend. Many requests were 
registered for another Murder Mystery soon!  A great success and we raised around £200 
for our Charity of the Year, Blood Bikes. 

 
Work behind the Scenes … 
A quick preview of the new sound and lighting ‘box’ at the theatre… so smart and much 
easier to work in.  Some might miss the cobwebs in the old box but not many!  Thank you 
and congratulations to all those involved in making this great improvement to the theatre. 

 
 

 



Win up to £25,000 and support the theatre at the same time 

The Reading Community Lottery 

 

One of our SPT members has already won a small prize in last 

weekend’s draw! 

We are now one of the community charities that you can support in the Reading Community 
Lottery. It only costs £1 a ticket and you can buy as many tickets as you like. You can use the 
same numbers each week and you can set up a direct debit. The good news is that SPT will 
get at least 50% back as fundraising and the more tickets sold the more we raise for the 
theatre. 
Follow the link below, enter into buy tickets which will allow you to put in the cause - 

Shinfield Players Theatre, select tickets number or random numbers and give bank details. 

Simple as that and the odds of winning up to £25,000.00 is much greater than the other 

lotteries. Thank you in advance for your support.  

Click here on this link: Reading Community Lottery 

https://www.readingcommunitylottery.co.uk/


Sale of Stock from Front of House   

Snap up some bargains and  help the theatre! 
 
We have stock coming to the end of its life over the next few months including bags of 
Cadbury Wispa, Twirl and Buttons as well as the tubs of Purbeck ice creams - we are offering 
to sell these off at their cost prices.  It will be done on a first come first served basis so 
please email your requests to sue@shinfieldplayers.org.uk and Sue will let you know what is 
available and arrange a convenient time for collection.  
 
Payments are to be made direct to the bank if possible however we do have a credit card 
machine available when you collect. The credit card machine does charge the theatre for its 
use, so direct payment to the theatres bank account is preferred. Details will be sent upon 
confirmation of order. 

 
Please email items for the January Boardtreader by December 27th to:  

editor@boardtreader.org.uk;   editor@shinfieldplayers.co.uk; 
boardtreader@shinfieldplayers.co.uk;   shinfieldboardtreader@hotmail.co.uk 
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